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PRACTICAL  KP.DICINE  A  HD  SCBOSRT. 

Ext  a  acts. 

Lectures  on  tome  of  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  points  in  Surgery. — By  G.  J. 

Gut 'trie,  F.R.S.,  Spc.— Lecture  4... 

Dr. Dicffenbach' separation  forPieud- 

erthrosis  ... . — . 

Ipecacuanha  in  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

On  subcutaneous  Necc t .................. 

Castor  Oil  in  affections  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  Bowel* . . 

Dr.  Williams  on  Insanity . . . 

Ulceration  and  Perforation  of  the 

Stomach  . . . 

Original  Case3  and  Communications, 
ff  he  "  Bun-yip.” — By  John  Stewart, 

Esq.,  V.S. . . I.... 

Compound  Fracture  of  the  Leg — Am- 
*'  pAation. — By  W.  R.  Pugh,  M.D., 
Launceston,  V .B.L.. ........ ......... 

To  Correspondents  and  Subscribers 
Leaders. 

Medical  Ethics. —  The  Profession  end 

th»  Trade  . . 

Remuneration  of  Medical  Men  for 

public.  services  . — . 

Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Coroner's  Inquests  . . . 

Cbmistry  and  Pharmacy. 

New  Test  foe  Prussic  Acid. . 

Changes  produced  in  Drugs  by  the ) 

Solar  Lays  j 

Miscellanea. 

Effects  of  Alcohol  on  the  Animal 
Frame — Payment 
tsetses — New  Remedy 
ache-  -  Parturient 
> sum  Cotton  Plant, 


CHARLES  H.  HILL, 

TAILOR  AND  DRAPER, 
no.  289,  riTT -street. 

Opposite  the  Bee -II ice, 

KETURNS  his  grateful  thanks  to  his 
friends  and  r -  irons  for  She  liberal  support 
they  have  extended  to  bias  since  his  commerce* 
meat  in  business,  and  hopes,  by  combining  a 
graceful  fit  in  tho  mode  of  the  d  iy  with  excel¬ 
lence  of  material  and  moderate  charges,  to  merit 
a  continuance  of  favour. 

No.  263,  PITTNSTRFP.T,  1 

Opposite  the  Bee-Hive.  ) 


MARINE  HOTEL,  WOLLONGONG. 


S  RUSSELL  begs  to  acquaint  tm 

»  Inhabitants  of  Ilia  warn,  and  all  who  are 


IVORY  AND  BONE  TOY  MANU¬ 
FACTORY, 

25,  HUNTER  ST  REST, 

BILLIARD  and  Bagatelle  Boards, 

Ivory  Chessmen,  including  one  very  hand- 
some  »"t,  the  largest  in  the  colony  ;  ivory  and 
bone  humming  tops, cups  snd  balls,  bush  whistles, 
dice,  dominoes,  cr  b  *ge-boards,  ivory  clothes 
studs 

English  archery  bows,  4s.  each 
John  Cornell  and  Co.'s  hair  brushes,  from  2s. 
6s.  each 

Flesh  brushes,  3s.  each 
Tooth  brashes  ( four  rows)  6d.  each 
Nail  brushes  (eight  rows)  is,  each 
Mechi’s  dressing-cases 
Tortoiseshell  and  ivory  comb* 

Box  toys,  an  extensive  assortment,  containing 
fortresses,  tournaments,  soldiers,  cavalry  and 
infantry,  railroads,  farms,  vd'ages,  menage, 
rtes,  sheepfolds,  poultry,  skittles,  tea  and  din- 
I  ner  services,  furniture.  Sue. 

Architectural  game3.  comprising  the  I /in  don  Post 
Office,  New  Houses  of  Parliament,  New  Royal 
Exchange,  National  Gailery,  Nelson  Monu¬ 
ment,  with  a  great  number  of  other  varieties 
Dissected  maps,  pictures,  and  alphabets 
Match  cricket  bats  and  balls 
Composition  »nd  papier  mache  dolls,  with  natural 
hair 

An  assortment  of  upwards  of  seventy  dcsen  ! 
walking  sticks  and  <■  me* 

HUNKY  PARSES,  j 

23,  Hunter-street,  | 

Second  door  fr  ra  **£  ring-street-  1 


desirous  of  viaatiag  that  higiily  interesting  and 
beautiful  district,  either  for  pleasure  or  heath, 
tlra  he  ha3  opened  ilia  above  lar  ge  establishment, 
relying  on  a  gro«rcus  public  for  supoort, 

S.  Rcsseu.  Salters  himself  that  fanilie*  and 
gent'err.en  wIB  find  in  his  house  all  that  they  can 
desire,  having  been  expressly  fitted  up,  with  aa 
adjoining  cottage,  for  their  use. 

To  Invalids  k offers  many  advantages,  for  it  is 
wi'hin  three  enemies  walk  of  the  steamboat  and 
also  of  the  sea  teach.  The  views  from  its  veran¬ 
dahs  are  most  encliariting,  Mounts  Krera  and 
Kemhia  in  frost,  and  the  sea  and  Five  Islands  ia 
the  rear. 

S  UcssxLt«  to  induce  parties  to  remain  at  *o 
delightful  a  *p@t,  so  highly  recommended  by  th* 
Faculty  as  '*  tlaa  Erigh'on  of  >ydney,  for  health 
and  recreatiot»0'visdetermined  to  m  xke  his  charge* 
1  moderate. 

HVncj  and  English  Battled  Beer,  nf  ercdltM 

quality,  at  lowpnces. 

Visitois  from  Sydnev  may  reckon  on  always 
finding  acconrawwiation  in  his  house,  tbers  being 
six  sitting  an&raine  bed-rooms. 

N.  B. — Ponies  will  be  kept  during  the  Sommer 
Season  for  the  -amusement  of  chi  dren.— Also, 
Saddle  horses  aad  Carriages  on  hire.  Single  per¬ 
sons  respectably  entertained  at  2  guineas  ser 
'week  Should  there  be  a  sufficient  number  of  ■•*r. 
sons,  and  would  saake  it  agreesble  toform  a  cu-s.-e 
table,  the  charges  would  be  considerably  less. 
Families  requiring  Apartment*  with  sitting  rooms 
charged  according  to  the  time  of  occupation. 

Servants-  attendance  lx.  per  day. 

This  establishment  is  highly  recommended  by 
the  Faculty. 


ESTABLISHED  A.  D  MDCCCXX. 

A.  FOSS, 

tYHOLF-SALF.  AND  RETAIL 

CHEMIST,  DRUGGIST,  Ac. 

13,  Pill-street.  , 

.  iVriNTT. 

Physician**  Pr  scripuoru  areu-ateiy  dijpensed. 
Horse  and  Cuttle  Medicine*.  Sea  and  Family 
Medicine  Chest*,  Sew  ur  refitted  on  the  shortest 
notice. 
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AUSTRALIAN  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


CHARLES  M  ACE  ELLA  R  &  CO., 

DRUGGl*!  .V 

©EOKGE-6T  R  LET, 

HAVE  cn  LaxhI  a  Urge  quantity  of 

Draggirn  Shop  G  last,  together 
wuh  eesry  ifc-scnpUca  of  DdU US  *nd  Lit EM l* 
CAlJt,  *Lkh  they  can  »eU»t  very  MODERATE 
FRltES,  braf  import*  l  by  tiwin  wives  bum 
E*s*bi>*hod  Leadas  Drug  bewe*  of  wtU  kmi»n 
t*4»b?»ty. 


TEETH 


EXF&  ACTED 
PAIN. 


WITHOUT 


S.  N0IU1IE  i*  Lreparrd  to  per- 


fan®  eewratic**  cm  the  Tec  h,  through  tii* 
•jesscy  of .Ethereal  inha’atioa ;  a  pare  tether 
Will  *1  way*  fee  piepored  fur  the  purpose, 
and  th«  fee*  will  be  proportionately  low,  so 
that  every  person  ©  ay  avail  themselves  of  j 
this  extraordinary  agent. 

Pitt-ttrMt,  near  Bathurst- street 


rgio  CAPTAINS  OP  SHIPS  AND 

JL  SHIPPERS. 

30  Hogsheads  of  Gin,  quite  pore  In  colour 
30  Ditto  E*»t  India  Rum,  ttroeg 
40  Ditto  West  India  ditto 
700  Doicn  ci  London  ltoitled  Ale,  at  7*.  per 
dozen,  in  three  down  cask* — no  breakage 
Port,  Slimy,  Madeira.  Hock,  C  Urou,  Saulerne* 
Champaign*,  MoecSte,  fee.  , 

K.  B.— The  u»li  mentioned  begs  to  Inform 
master*  of  vessel*  t  hat  tie  can  put  on  board,  free 
of  duty,  any  quantity  of  sp.rtta  at  the  abortnt 
notice.  «. 

“  1.  O.  GLANHAM, 

331,  George  street, 

.  Neat  to  Mr,  8,  Lyons’ 


PA1 N  LES?  TOOT  II  DU  A  W 1 NG. 
E.  J.  EMANUEL,  Examined  Sttt- 

geoa  Dnttg,  Taring  th#  juost  complete 
aepanto*  in  th*  Cokny  fur  whaling  the  Su>pAm- 
rte  Ei Vir,  brgs  e.ojt  respectfully  to  Inform  the 
public  cf  New  South  Wales,  that  he  continue* 
thk  iseeess  to  extract  teeth  and  th«  meat  diRj- 
colt  stump*  wkbeut  pain  ta  the  patient.  The 
fneulty  and  ether*  are  invited  ta  view  tbs  limp!* 
but  per  feet  apparatus. 

Mr.  Eman«ei*»  diploma,  received  fromthe  M  di  • 
cal  board  of  the  Hague,  in  the  year  1836,  auth». 
rtsiag  him  to  praeus*  *s  Surgeon  Drntit,  also  his 
tpecireefts  cf  art.Sc.al  mineral  teeth,  mounted  in 
wore  eolf,  can  be  seen  daily.  All  consultations 
free  ei  chary*.  I  Vow  A  (*nh  krsxAet  of  a  very 
j'tfiperior  deccnption. 

At  bom  freaa  0  a.  a  till  C  r.  w. 

*»•  Observe  the  address — No  3  S3.  Castlereagh 
.'Street  Korda,  eight  door*  fro®  Hunter  street 
Sydaey. 


f 


WINES,  &c. 

THE  underetgned  has  cow  oo  Salt 

at  his  Stores,  the  following  Goods,  which 
b«  *111  lei!  for  cash,  a*  untler  i— 

Good  Port  IV he,  from  20*.  to  24*.  per  do*. 
Good  Sherry,  16*.  to  20*.  ditto 
Mellow  Lisbon,  (a  delicious  Wine)  23*.  ditto 
Calcatala  Wine,  3G *  ditto 
Colonial  Wine,  16*.  ditt » 

Lett  Chet  •  payne,  60*.  ditto 

Superior  i  ’  tie  Brandy,  60*.  ditto 

Madeira,  21*.  ditto 

Colonial  Porter,  6*.  ditto 

English  d  tto,  11*.  ditto 

Claret  and  other  light  Wines,  ft-  fa. 

Case  Gin  ; 

ALSO, 

Cuter  Oil,  21*.  per  doss. 

Epsom  Salts,  toy,  Pickles,  Salad  OH.  Al¬ 
mond  Soaps,  Blacking,  Sec.,  fa. 

H.  J.  YARROW. 


0.  H.  HAMILTON, 


|  MEDICAL  GALVANISM. 

; fpiIE  undersigned  his  received  fer 
i  -*-  sale  S'  reril  much  improved  Eleetro-Gai- 
.  waulo  Machines,  by  which  Medical  Men,  or 
;  Patient*  themselves,  may  readily,  nnd  at  a 
moment’*  notice,  apply  the  Electric  power. 
,  The  great  superiority  tf  these  Machines  over 
others  prvvk.usiy  made,  rocsists  in  tlie  current 
■of  electricity  passing  uniformly  in  one  direction, 
upon  which  circumstance  depends  the  eCtceney 
a*  a  euradve  mean*.  To  those  »  Sided  with 
Liver  and  Nervous  complaints,  Rheumatism, 
Sciatica,  Tic  Doioreui,  Paralysis,  end  a  variety 
®f  other  diseases,  the  greatest  benefit  will  be 
derivrd  from  their  application. 

El*iU  operated  on  every  morning  after  ten 
o’clock. 

J.  S.  A  ORB  IE, 

Practical  Chemist, 

Pitt -street,  near  Bathurst -st. 


APOTHECARY, 

No,  203,  Pirr-sraxsr, 

(Next  Moffitt's  Stationery  Warehouse.) 
•PRESCRIPTIONS  and  Family  Red- 

JL  pes  accurately  dispensed  and  registered 
under  the,*  PERSONAL  SUPERINTENDENCE 
G.  H.  H. 

203,  Pitt-s'rcet,  July  1,  1847. 


Balsam  of  copaiba  capsules. 


throe  dexr-a  la  each  box,  at  S3 s.  per  dosen 
Box**,  it 

l 

CHAS.  MAClM,I,.\a  AND  CO.’S. 
DRUGGISTS,  LOWER  GEORGE  STREET. 


£  DVANCES  MADS  ON  WOOL  AND 
A  ALL  GOODS  fur  Sale  by  Auction. 


J.  J.  JOSLPHSON, 

478,  Gcargs-strcet. 


THE  SERVANTS  REGISTRY 


and 


GENERAL  AGENCY  OFFICE, 
No.  319,  North  Castlerkaoh-street. 
Established  1842. 


PROVIDES  Families  with  efficient 

and  respectable  Servants  in  every  depart¬ 
ment,  Mala  ob  Fkhalb,  single  or  manied; 
affords  Skbvants  the  most  eligible  opportunities 
or  obtaining  respectable  {situations,  renders  them 
advice,  assistance  *nd  protection,  and  furnishes 
vntail  loans  fur  definite  period*  at  reasonable  in¬ 
terest. 


All  application*  to  be  addressed  *  post  free,’  to 
J.  FREDERICK  JOHNSON. 


THOMASUBMMINU, 
GROCER  AND  TEA  DEALER, 

No.  3,  Hunter  Street, 
Respectfully  invites  the  attention  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Sydney  to  a  stock,  including 
Teas,  Codecs,  Sugars,  Fruit,  Spice*,  Oilman’s 
Stores,  (oilman's  Starch,  Blue,  Mustard,  Huns, 
Bac^n,  Butter,  Cheese,  lard,  Bruslue,  and  Clothes 
l.;;ie«.  Ice.,  Ac.,  warranted  of  first  Kate  quality 
Pickles,  and  dried  fish,  of  ail  kinds. 


CHEMICAL  LABORATORY, 


DUFENSABY  a  FAMILY  medicine  WA&E1IOCSS 
423,  GEOUGh  STREET,  SYDNEY. 


G.  F.  POOLE 
EGS  most  respectfully  to  apprise  the  i 


Inhabitant*  of  SV  OS  EY  *a<i  Xei^hb  urtiead.  that  i» 
ho  ha»  t-onv-at.acrd  buiinoM  u  Cli  E  J  Is  t  AND  DRIIU- 
rilST.  la  die  FraaiM*  laufy  oevuyicd  by  Atpiaai,  Raw  ' 
Drowr. 

VIS, 

OPPOSITE  FOR  TEft  AND  FLEX'S, 

H**ii»V  retrularly  educsuU  foe  tb*  bu ilium  *a<  l 
served  hi*  »ppeenOe«*bip  In  Ea^tand — ha  vaatato*  to  hop*,  i 
that,  on  ih»  ground  of  qaaliieitioa  a  ad  experi »acv,  fcv  k 
Josofted  ta  toUeitiag  a  ahara  of  parronaga  aad  taepeet. 
Hirlnit  tnada  amui;t«tncBB  for  a  rcgviJie  lupply  ef  L’rajs  i 
and  Cbecolcai*  dieeci  from  eat  «/  the  timhoutev  inR^aidoa,  i 
O.  P.  F.  facia  eaoildent  ia  the  good  and  Kruome  qaaiity  at 
all  artie’e*  poedsaaed  ai  hia  eetahiuhmont.  And  Was  rw- 
Hind  in  eooduetinj  hia  btuinesa,  tiitt  pjod  arielet — wees-: 
racy  in  DApenain^ — personal  diiiceneo  and  aUaaUoa,  chail 
ha  its  itninguiafcin*  marlu ;  he  will  codeaTOur  ta  mpoodto 
tha  klndaeva  and  favour  of  hia  Friendi  and  lha  public,  by  a 
eamwponding  desire  to  contribute  to  the  furtherance  of  theie. 
Intenuta  i  and  by  masiifctung  a  laudable  tpiris  of  enterpnae,. 
In  bringing  all  toe  recent  and  approved  Diseovene*  oi 
Chemical  Science,  to  bear  upon  the  wants  and  valiant  of  a 
rising  people. 


H.  C.  JERVIS, 

GENERAL  Engraver,  Copper  Plat* 
Friatev  and  Ornamental  Machine  Rulei 
333,  Pilt-street  north,  opposite  Dr.  Bland’a 
H.  C,  J.  ia  returning  thanks  for  past  favor 
begs  to  remind  the  public  generally  he  still  conti 
nues  to  execute  every  branch  of  the  above  art 
on  the  premises,  and  in  a  style  of  nnrivalhi 
elegance. 

Plate  and  50  Caids  for  5a.  every  other  Brand 
equally  so.  _ _ 


PAINLESS  SURGERY. 

The  undersigned  ha3  much  pleasure  ia 
announcing  to  the  Faculty  of  New  South 
Wales,  that  he  is  manufacturing  THE  AP¬ 
PARATUS  for  the  inhalation  of  the  Vapour 
of  ETHER,  which  has  met  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  first  Medical  Men  in  the  Mother 
Country,  and  is  pronounced  bv  the  London 
Pres3  to  be  unequalled  from  the  many  ad-; 
vantages  it  posesses  over  all  other* — 
amongst  which  are 

1st  “The  air  taken  into  the  lung*  is 
exclusively  that  which  has  passed  through 
the  vessel  of  Ether.” 

2nd.  “The  pad  or  rap  held  over  th« 
mouth  is  so  formed,  and  the  Elastic  Tub* 
so  extremely  flexible  as  to  be  adapted  to  th* 
various  contours  of  the  patient,  and  prevent* 
the  breathing  of  the  free  atmosphere.” 

3rd.  “  The  expired  air  from  the  long* 
escapes  with  the  most  perfect  freedom  with-, 
out  reentering  the  Ether  Vase.” 

4th.  “  It  has  a  stop  cock  to  regulate  th* 
Volume  of  Ether,  and  to  cut  off  the  supply 
at  the  “  proper  moment  ” 

5th.  “it  is  constructed  so  securely  that; 

there  is  no  possibility  of  escape,  so  that  th* 
apparatus  may  at  all  times  be  kept  readyi 
for  use  without  waste  of  any  portion  of 
Ether.” 

All  orders  attended  to  with  punctuality 


and  despatch.  _ 

ARTHUR  GRAVELY, 


c 


Furnishing  and  General  Ironmonger, 

Brazier,  Tin  Plate  Whrker,  &c.  i 
2S0,  Pitt-street,  Sydney.  __ 
UPHOLSTER- 


at 


Loach  builders, 

ERS,  &e.,  can  be  supplied  with 

Morocco  and  Roan  Leather , 

LENEHAN’S, 


UphoUery  Establishment. 

CASTLZK.ENKH-STRKfT 
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AUSTRALIAN  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


LECTURES 
OH  SOME  OF  THE  MORE  IMPOR 
TANT  POINTS  IN  SURGERY. 

Bt  G.  J.  Gcthxix,  F.  R.  S.  Ac., 
( Frcm  the  Medical  Timet.) 
LECTURE  IV. 


1 

S3IS9 

the  danger  lies  la  the  operation,  and  that  I  affile,  especially  IxttUM  a*»  aneurism  al 
It  should  not  be  performed  when  another  «to  had  termed.  I  am,  kow«v«;?,  of  opt- 
e»n  be  substituted’  for  it,  onle**  that  other  |*km  that  if  twenty  patient*  were  to  era- 
can  be  shown  to  be  equally  d&ngerou*,  |  rated  on,  and  in  twenty  more  tfes  sacsvara 
when  the  selection  become*  a  matter  of  |  iaid 
chance,  as  far  a*  the  life  of  the  patient  l  :®od 


open,  and  the  artery  secured  above 
bt'nw  the  wound,  that  mom  would 


depend*.  The  operation  on  the  axil larv  |  escape  with  life  and  limb  by  the  latter 

The  Axillary  artery  has  not  fared  better  artery  itself  »*  th«  P»rt  injured,  in  alt  J  fean  by  the  former  operation. 


in  many  instances,  than  tbs  posterior  ti*  ®M?*  of  wound*,  and  in  ad  cases  01  recent 
bial,  and  peroneal  arteries.  Ths  same  circumscribed  or  diffused  aneurisms!  swel- 
dread  of  dividing  muscular  fibres  has  ling*,  the  consequence  of  wounds,  is  the: 
overcome  all  other  considerations,  and  in-  subsl  lute  which  ought  in  all  cases  to  Bu¬ 
sload  of  placing  two  ligatures  on  the  part  persede  it  It  i*  an  operation  founded  on 
I  of  the  vessel  actually  injured,  one  above,  principle,  which  the  other  is  not,  and 
!  the  other  below  the  wound,  the  subclavian  which  I  affirm  ami  believe  will  be  found 
artery  has  been  lied  at  &  distance  from  the  infinitely  less  deadly. 

i  Injury,  sometimes  below,  sometimes  above  ;  Case  55. — The  first  instance  on  record 
the  clavicle,  oftentimes  to  the  destruction  of  the  subclavian  artery  being  included 
of  the  patient,  and  always,  even  when  >«  a  ligature,  is  that  in  which  the  late  Mr. 
successful,  in  defiance  of  the  theory  on  Keate,  surgeon-general  to  the  forces,  ap- 
whicb  such  proceeding  is  founded.  plied  it  below  the  clavicle,  in  the  lork 

Dr.  Norris,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  col- 1  Hospital,  Chelsea,  in  a  case  of  axillary 
lected  and  published,  in  the  ICth  vol.  of  aneurism  formed  after  a  gun-shot  wound, 
the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  .oi  some  months*  standing,  which  had 
Sciences,  for  184-5,  ths  results  of  sixty  - 
nine  operations  performed  cn  the  subcla¬ 
vian  artery,  either  above  or  below  the 
clavicle.  Of  the  sixty-nine  cases,  thirty- 
six  recovered,  and  thirty-three  died.  Thi* 
mav  bo  considered  as  one  and  one— a  re¬ 
sult  that  should  cause  every  surgeon  to 


burst.  Mr.  Keate,  after  dividing  the  pec¬ 
toral  muscle  in  the  course  of  its  fibres, 
dipped  down  twice  with  a  needle  and 
thread,  and  the  second  time  secured  the 
artery.  I  was  present  at  the  operation, 
and  assisted  the  late  Mr.  Carpue  in  taking 
care  of  the  roan  afterwards,  who  recovered, 
pause  and  think  again  and  again  before  1  was  too  young  to  know  any  thing  about 
r  “  ‘  ‘  the  matter,  and  too  much  in  awe  of  the 

surgeon- general  to  suppose  for  a  moment 


he  resorts  to  an  operation,  if  it  can  by 
j  any  possibility  be  avoided,  which  may  be 
i  considered  so  deadly  as  to  fail  in  thirty- 
three  cases  out  of  sixty-nine.  It  is  hi* 
duty  to  satisfy  his  mind  on  running  such 
a  risk,  that  no  other  ope/ation  is  likely  to 
:be  less  fatal. 

Of  the  sixty-nine  cases,  seventeen  were 
:<lone  in  consequence  of  wounds  of  the 
axillary  artery,  and  of  these  nine  reco¬ 
vered,  seven  died,  and  one  failed  to  arrest 
the  bleeding,  which  was  only  effected  by 
amputating  tbe  arm  fit  the  shoulder  joint; 
eight  failures  against  nim  recoveries; 
eight  out  of  seventeen  is  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  thirty-two  against  thirty-six,  the 
average  of  the  whole  sixty»nine  being 
ithirty-three  against  thirty -six. 

In  the  seventeen  cases  collected  by  Dr. 
Norri*,  the  operations  were  done  by 
Messrs.  Chamberlain©,  Baroni,  Galtie, 
Gibson,  Buchanan,  Lallemand,  Segond, 
Bh*sius,  Haspel,  Catanoso,  Montanini, 
Syme,  White,  Nott,  Hutin,  McDougal, 
and  Mott.  M  Berard  says,  that  in  twelve 
casps  he  is  acquainted  with,  three  only 
were  successful,  but  t'  i*  is  certainly  more 
than  the  average  mortality. 

The  object  of  tin  se  remarks  is  to  show 
tin  t  the  operation  on  the  subclavian  nr- 
teiT  isaiw  'V**  f-arftil  on«,  and  ?hed-aths 
do  nut  *em  to  dep.  nd  on  the  so  ud  es» 
or  unsouiidness  of  the  a.terv  itse’f ;  the 
mortality  being  eqna.ly  great  in  cases  of 
ouaded,  as  of  diseased  axillary  arteries. 
It  may  therefor#  be  safely  concluded  that 


that  any  thing  he  did  was  wrong.  I  have 
however  often  since  thought  of  tho  two 
dips  of  his  needle,  and  have  even  ven¬ 
tured  to  think  that  the  patient  was  as  for¬ 
tunate  in  his  escape  from  hi*  doctor  as 
from  his  disease. 

Cass  56.— Mr.  Chamberlain?,  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  placed  a  ligature  on  the  artery  be¬ 
low  tbe  clavicle,  in  1814,  on  account  of 
an  aneurism  which  had  formed  in  the 
axilla,  in  consequence  of  a  wound  received 
from  the  point  of  a  cutlass,  which  bled 
profusely,  and  healed  in  three  days,  leav¬ 
ing  a  scarcely  perceptible  cicatrix.  The 
tumour  was  as  large  as  an  orange ;  the 
pulsation  very  etrung;  the  pain  from 
pressure  on  the  nerves  very  distressing; 
there  was  no  oedema  of  the  arm  ;  no  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  clavicle.  The  pulsation  in  the 
radial  artery  was  not  so  firm  as  in  that  of 
the  other  side,  and,  before  the  operation, 
was  becoming  indistinct.  The  integu¬ 
ments  over  ami  above  the  aneurinn  were 
perfectly  healthy  in  appearance  On  the 
17:  ho1  January,  eighteen  weeks  and  three 
d  ivs  aftt-r  the  accident,  a  ligature  was  ap¬ 
plied  boh.w  the  clavicle,  in  the  first  part  of 
the  course  of  the  artery,  and  the  uati-r.t 
recovered. 

Remarks — This  was  the  op  ratio:!  <•: 
A  it!  dime  below  th-  c  av:c!e.  Hint  .  s  the 
complaint  w  is  of  eighteen  w<  i  ks’  *la  dint', 
circumscribed,  and  with  little  pul-ation  m 
the  radial  artery,  the  operation  was  adm:s- 


Cass  57. — A  soldier  was  wounded  on 
•  -.the  heights  of  Opcrto  by  a  nuuket-ball, 
which  passed  through  tbe  pectoral  muscle, 
aa  tbe  direction  of  the  axillary  artery,  and 
went  cut  behind,  i  saw  him  jurt  as  ha 
*®pired  from  less  of  blood,  and  iramedi- 
ssely  divided  the  pectoral  muscle  to 
what  injury  had  been  done  to  th*  atftsry. 
The  ball  had  cut  it  nearly  half  acres*,  it 
■could  neither  contract  nor  retract,  and  th* 
Basra  had  bled  to  death.  If  I  had  been  in 
fame  to  stop  the  bleeding,  and  had  tied  th# 
subclavian  artery,  above  or  below  the  ck- 
wicle,  tba  bleeding  would  h.ws  relumed, 
sad  the  man  would  have  been  lost,  as  the 
wounds  of  the  integument*  could  not 
’suite,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  formation  of  a 
spurious  circumscribed  swelling.  Tb# 
artery  could  have  been  second  at  the  spot 
wounded  with  the  greatest  ease. 

Case  53. — A  French  soldier  at  Sala¬ 
manca  received  a  sabre  cut  vertically  and 
directly  across  the  pectoral  muscle,  open¬ 
ing  into  the  axilla,  and  exposing  ths  ves. 
3®its  and  nerves.  He  was  afterwards 
rdden  over  and  taken  prisoner  by  the 
heavy  German  cavalry.  Ths  wound  waa 
always  considered  a  simple  one,  and  healed 
wMrout  difficulty. 

Cass  59- — A  French  soldier,  at  tbe 
bsa'lle  of  Salamanca,  received  a  shot 
tiavjvjgh  his  che>t,  and  another  through 
tke  3xilla,  which  bled  at  the  end  of  reve¬ 
ts!  dav3.  I  divided  the  pectoral  muscle, 
s*3  placed  two  iigatures  on  the  cut  artery 
above  the  origin  of  the  subwapuliris. 
T.ke  hemorrhage  was  suppressed,  but  the 
asm®  died  of  the  injury  to  the  chest. 

Cask  &).— Delpech,  in  the  case  of  a 
soldier  who  had  been  wounded  in  the 
iGsih  of  France,  in  1814,  tied  tbe  brachial 
asrtery,  as  dissection  afterwards  proved, 
two  inches  below  the  subscapular  branch, 
bj  an  inci-ion  carried  high  up  into  the 
atrsa-pit  ;  and  according  to  the  opinions  of 
that  day  mi  France,  ht*  i  troduced  n  liga¬ 
ture  mid>  r  the  art:  ry  an  inch  higher  np, 
tma  which  he  left  l  osc  ready  to  tighten 
when  n  ce^ary.  On  the  ninth  day  after- 
ward's .  bleeding  .0  'k  place,  and,  to  ins 
<nrnr,se.  he  found  on  tryi'  g  to  p-h- 
ter*  she  loose  ligature  that  it  nine  through 
the  virt«,  ano  .,ad  lion  the  cau-e  of  ui- 
of  the  arto'V  -u>d  ot  ihe  hh  -di  e 
e  l- « t-  I  v  r  rde  *n  ' no.  -t.  «• 

*  at  d  a  1  i!  ’  i.  <  t'.r  )  _h  t  ■  :•*  te- 
r.-  .  i.  U  the  •  mud.  i»  '  ltH  rtw  en 
ra  a  i.  « . ♦  It 1  oi  *  <  i  *  .  ■'  ■  g 

tu-t«  «  Xpo»ed  i  he  pov.iora.is  mu  or,  he  Ui- 
vidvtd  it  near  its  insertion  into  the  coraco  d 
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of  th«  scapula.  Tbt  axillary  o' 
•ubciavioa  Briery  was  tbea  sees,  and  tied* 
a*  it  is  about  to  pas#  between  ths  two  root' 
of  tha  m«dj»n  nerve.  This  eperstkm  wa* 
to  far  successful  j  matter  formed  fcowev«r 
uaJer  the  greet  peters  1  muscle,  sted 
neighbouring  parts,  aad  th*  patieul  tank 
©e  the  tenth  day  under  hi*  suffering*. 

Rtmarit — ]f  Delpech  had  cut  through 
the  peter*!:*  major  smsc!«,  be  would  hav* 
left  me  nothing  to  suggest,  esd  would 
hare  given  such  free  mt  to  tbs  matter 
f;»»«d  oader  it,  ead  ia  the  axilla,  that 
hi*  patient  would,  ia  all  probability,  bare 
beta  spared  the  imtstioa  which  caused 
hi*  death. 

Cats  €1— M.  Galtid,  Delpech’s  as¬ 
sistant  la  the  Hoepital  St.  EloL  at  Moni- 
pl  l  r,  ted  the  aubclaviaa  artery  above 
the  clavicle,  ia  consequence  of  hemorrhage 
taking  place  from  the  stamp  after  ampu¬ 
tation  at  the  shoulder-joint.  The  patient 
dUd  en  thr  third  day,  exhausted.  The 
opening  ia  the  artery  was  between  the  li¬ 
gature  on  the  stump  sad  that  ©a  the 
•uhclaviaa,  end  had  beea  occasioned,  it 
wa#  supposed,  by  hospital  gaagrese. 

Resnarit.—  M.  Gallic  would  have  given 
hi#  patient  a  better  chance  for  life  if  he 
had  divided  the  pectoral  muscle,  looked 
the  opening  in  the  artery  fairly  ia  the 
face,  placed  a  ligature  above  aad  below 
the  wouud,  and  then  cauterised  all  the 
psrts  affected  by  hospital  gangrene  with  a 
red-hot  iron. 

Y/hvn  the  British  wounded  had  left 
Toulouse,  1  visited  Montpellier,  and  was 
received  by  M.  Delpecb,  at?d  the  pbysL 
ciacs  and  surgeons  of  th#  university,  end 
of  the  Hospital  St.  Eloi,  with  the  greatest 
courtesy.  Delpeoh  was  then  in  the  habit 
©f  cauterising  all  the  cases  cf  hospital  gan¬ 
grene  with  irons  et  a  w  hite  beat,  with  the 
greatest  success.  I  mentioned  to  him  that 
we  had  gained  similar  good  effects  from 
the  potential  as  he  had  obtained  from  the 
actual  cautery,  and  especially  from  the 
use  of  arsenic,  potass*  fossa  end  the  mine¬ 
ral  acid*  ia  all  cases  of  hospital  gangrene 
and  sloughing  ulcers,  Delpecb,  ia  his 
work  on  Hospital  Gangrene  mention* 
this  fact,  and  although  l  do  not  desire 
to  be  considered  ti  the  proposer  of  de¬ 
structive  measure*  for  the  cure  of  slough¬ 
ing  ulcers,  1  may,  without  impropriety, 
claim  to  be  the  proposer  or  person  who 
first  recommended  the  use  of  the  nitric 
and  muriatic  acids  in  such  complaint* 
They  were  used  liberally  and  effectively 
•t  Brussels  aud  at  Antwerp,  and  are,  after 
ail,  with  tb«  red-hot  iron,  the  remedies  to 
be  principally  depended  upon  ;u  this  com¬ 
plaint,  pure  or  diluted,  as  the  exigencies 
cf  the  case  may  require. 

1 1  capital  gangrene  often  pave  rise  to 
betuorrhsge,  which  led,  in  the  Peninsula, 
to  securing  the  vessels,  sometimes  t*ea*, 
aomeiimes  at  a  distance  from  the  |>tr: 


affected.  I  have  tied  ih«  external  iliac, 
the  femoral,  popliteal,  humeral,  radial, 
ulnar,  posterior,  and  anterior  tibial  arte¬ 
ries,  in  consequence  of  their  being  opened 
by  this  disease.  Most  of  these  cases 
were  lost,  from  the  extension  of  the  gait- 
grsae  to  the  wound  made  by  the  opera-  pulsation  could  be  distinguished  in  the 


never  became  perceptible  in  the  arm.  On 
the  fifty-fifth  day  some  alight  pulsations 
could  be  felt  in  the  arteries  of  the  arm, 
and  the  thrill  in  the  vein  had  diminished. 
In  IS  16  the  Uaron  again  taw  P.  Cadrieax, 
aud  found  to  hi*  astonishment  that 


l>0 


axillary,  radial,  or  ulnar  artery.  Aeliaig# 
had  taken  place  in  the  circulation  of  the 
limb,  which  preserved,  nevertheless. 


n* 


item,  until  the  local  destructive  measures 
alluded  to  were  adopted  to  arrest  its  pro¬ 
gress.  The  last  case  oa  which  I  operated 
at  Santander,  after  the  battle  of  Vitoria, ;  warmth  and  sensibility,  alihough  the  fin 
succeeded.  It  waa  on  the  anterior  tibial  ;  g«»  were  drawn  forcibly  into  the  band, 
artery,  j  from  the  brachial  plexus  of  nerves  having 

Oa  my  way  to  England  I  visited  Paris,  h  ea  also  injured. 


The  Baron  Larrty  received  me  with  open 
arms,  and  took  me  to  his  hospital  at  the 


Cask  63. — Delpecb,  in  a  nearly  similar 
case  of  wound,  ia  which  he  believed  the 


Invalids*.  There  be  heated  his  irons,  common  carotid  was  wounded  near  it*  ori- 
and  applied  them  veiy  vigorously  to  a  8*u»  and  which  was  followed  by  a  terrific 
large  ill-conditioned  ulcsr~on  the  right  hemorrhage  which  almost  destroyed  tha 
hip  of  a  French  soldier,  who  could  not  patient,  acted  in  a  similar  manner,  aud 
refrain  from  a  howl  that  would  have  done  with  the  same  successful  result, 
honour  to  any  gentleman  whatsoever. 1  Remarks. — Thr’se  two  cases  show  the 

The  Baron  stopped  for  a  moment,  locked  propriety  of  that  rule  I  have  endeavoured 
In  the  man’s  face,  and  said,  “  Vous  etes  to  establish,  of  ieliiug  large  arteries  slone 
de  la  garde,"  and  then  proceeded  with  his  until  they  bleed  a’ld  demand  attention, 
irons.  The  soldier  uttered  not  another  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  if  Larrey 
word.  and  Delpech  bad  tried  to  perform  opera- 

Casje  62. _ Pierre  Cadrteux,  aged  32,  Gons  on  these  arteries,  they  would  have 

received  a  wound  in  November,  181  ij  lost  their  patients.  It  is  time  enough  to 
from  the  point  of  a  sword,  which  passed  put  men’s  lives  ia  jeopardy  when  the  ne. 


in  &  direction  backwards,  downvrjds,  and 
outwards,  from  immediately  above  the 
clavicle,  dividing  the  outer  part  of  the 


cessity  for  doing  something  is  manifest. 
Formidable  operations  are  not  to  be  done 
on  the  speculation  thit  they  may  be  re* 


sterno-cleido-mastoideus  muscle,  and  of  j  tjuired,  and  this  should  never  be  foTgotten, 
the  scalenus  anticus  muscle,  and  opening  for  there  are  several  cases  on  record  in 
into  or  cutting  across,  as  was  presumed,  j  which  the  main  trunk  of  a  limb  baa  been 
the  subclavian  artery  and  vein,  as  they  supposed  to  be  divided,  when,  ia  fact, 
are  becoming  axillary  or  passing  over  the  trifling  branches  only  have  been  injured, 
first  rib.  The  bleeding  was  terrific,  and  An  artery  possesses  an  elastic  and  re¬ 
tire  man  fainted  and  remained  as  if  dead,  sistirg  power  which  enables  it  to  yield,  in 
A  compress  was  applied,  and  ha  was  a  great  degree,  to  aa  opposing  fore  t  with* 
brought  to  the  hospital  of  Gros  Cuilloa,  out  being  torn,  and  to  suffer  a  degree  of 
and  placed  onder  tne  care  of  Baron  Lar-  contusion  w  hich  would  lead  to  sloughing 
rty,  The  next  moraiug  he  looked  like  other  parts,  with  little  comparative  in- 
death,  and  could  hardly  speak;  the  jory- 

wound,  which  was  somewhat  more  than  1  published  the  case  of  Captain  Flack 
half  an  inch  long,  did  not  bleed ;  a  swel-  In  nay  work  on  Gunshot  Wounds,  p.  3S0, 
ling  had  formed  above  and  below  the  i  in  which  several  inches  of  the  femoral  ar- 
clavicle,  pulsating  more  strongly  above. !  tery  were  laid  bare  by  a  cannon  shot,  and 
A  peculiar  thrilling  sound  could  be  felt  were  seen  for  three  weeks  pulsating  in  tha 
and  heard  deeply  in  the  direction  of  the  usual  manuer,  until  gradually  covered 
axillary  vein;  the  arm  was  cold,  insen-  over  by  granulations.  In  this  case  the 
sible,  and  without  pulsation  in  any  of  its  artery  maintained  its  life  and  functions 
arteries,  not  even  the  axillary.  The  ( unimpaired. 

wound  was  treated  by  compress  and  ban-*  At  the  battle  of  Albuhera,  Captain 
dag«»,  the  area  with  warm  camphorated  Giobons,  of  the  fusiliers,  was  wounded  by 
fomentations  ;  tha  patient  being  sup-  i  a  musket  ball,  which  entered  immedi- 
ported  by  wice  and  good  soap,  gradually  ately  below  the  clavicle,  and  passed  out 
recovered,  and,  os  some  excitement  fol-!  behind,  so  directly  in  the  situation  of  the 
lowed  the  next  day,  he  was  bled, and  cold  axillary  artery,  that  it  was  supposedjt 
was  applied  to  the  swelling.  Under  this  must  be  injured.  Great  inflammation 
careful  treatment  the  wound  healed  on 


the  eighth  day,  and  the  patient  gained 
strength  and  gradually  recovered  the  use 
of  the  arm.  On  the  twentieth  day,  the 
aaeurismal  swelling  had  disappeared,  but 
tha  thrill  remained,  with  the  pulsations  of 
tba  Teio  of  the  neck,  which  pulsati'u 


followed  in  the  chest,  and  his  life  wsi 
aaved  with  difficulty.  He  died  of  phthisis 
in  1829;  and  on  examining  him  particu¬ 
larly,  I  found  that  the  artery  was  obliter¬ 
ated  at  the  part  where  the  ball  had  passed 
by  the  side  of  it.  I  have  seen,  however, 
many  instances  ia  which  no  such  event 
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followed.  The  lata  General  Sir  Lowry 
Cole  mu  wounded  when  advancing  with 
the  4th  division  of  infantry  to  attack  the 
Prench  centre  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca, 
The  ball  passed  under  the  clavicle,  in¬ 
jured  the  first  rib  close  to  the  artery,  and 
passed  out  behind,  without  implicating  the 
artery  or  giving  rise  to  any  inconvenience, 
farther  than  a  diminution  of  the  force  and 
size  of  the  artery  at  the  wrist,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  tbs  other.  At  the  first  siege 
of  Badajot,  two  officers  of  the  40th  regi¬ 
ment  met  with  injuries  nearly  similar  ; 
and  I  have  seen  the  subclavian  artery,  as 
well  as  the  carotid,  fairly  divided  ;  but 
then  death  immediately  ensued.  The  fact 
of  arteries  yielding  a  passage  to  a  ball, 
and  recovering  themselves  and  their  situa¬ 
tion  without  rupture  or  sloughing,  is  well 
ahown  in  case  No.  24,  of  Turnbull,  and  is, 
I  believe,  sufficiently  established  to  re¬ 
quire  no  further  confirmation. 

Cass  64.— L.  B-,  twenty  years  of, 
age.  In  September,  1811,  was  wounded 
by  the  point  of  a  sword  in  the  right  arm, 
which  opened  the  ulnar  artery.  1  he 
bleeding  was  arrested  by  compression, 
and  the  wound  healed  in  twenty  days. 
Shortly  afterwards  a  small  tumour,  of  an 
ovoid  form,  appeared  under  the  cicatrix 
of  the  wound,  which,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  attained  the  size  of  a  man’s 
fist.  Larrey  tied  the  brachial  artery  in 
the  arm  above  the  tumour,  and  afterwards 
laid  open  the  aneurismal  sac,  which  was 
full  of  layers  of  fibrous  coagula  be  had 
some  difficulty  in  detaching;  he  then 
sought  for  the  upper  and  lover  ends  of 
the  artery,  which  he  thought  bad  been 
divided  and  separated  by  the  sword :  this 
had  not  however  happened,  but  the  artery 
at  the  wounded  part  had  become  dilated, 
the  portion  immediately  above  being  fun¬ 
nel  shaped  or  dilated  in  that  form,  the 
lower  end  beiDg,  on  the  other  hand,  obli¬ 
terated  ;  between  these  two  points  toe 
interosseous  artery  entered  the  sac,  and 
bled  so  freely  as  to  reqnire  a  ligature  be¬ 
ing  passed  around  it  underneath  the  sac. 
The  ligature  on  the  brachial  artery  came 
away  on  the  ninth  day,  that  on  the  inter¬ 
osseous  artery  on  the  eleventh,  and  the 
patient  was  cured  in  six  weeks. 

Remarks. — If  the  Baron  had  been  con¬ 
tented  with  bis  first  ligature,  his  patient 
would  have  been  well  in  half  the  time, 
and  with  less  than  half  the  suffering.  By 
opening  the  sac  he  placed  an  aneurism  of 
some  months’  standing  in  the  state  of  a 
wounded  artery,  and  bad  to  tie  a  vessel 
with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  which 
never  should  have  been  exposed. 

Case  65. — Catanoso,  of  Messina,  In 
September,  1835,  was  called  to  a  man 
with  a  wound  in  the  anu-pit,  which 


oozed  blood  frequently  until  the  four¬ 
teenth  day,  when  an  alarming  hemorrhage 
caused  him  to  place  a  ligature  on  the  ar¬ 
tery,  below  the  clavicle,  which  he  found 
it  very  difficult  to  do.  The  wound  did 
not  heal  by  tha  first  intention,  but  *uppu- 
rated,  and  discharged  a  quantity  of  fam¬ 
ous  and  offensive  pus  mingled  with  coa¬ 
gulated  blood.  It  was  therefore  enlarged 
to  give  free  vent  to  the  discharge.  On 
the  nineteenth  day  after  tha  operation, 
arterial  hemorrhage  took  place.  The 
clots  being  removed,  the  hollow  whence 
the  blood  proceeded  was  filled  with  re3in 
and  charcoal,  gum  arabic,  retained  by 
compresses  and  a  tight  bandage.  The 
hemorrhage  did  not  return,  but  the  cure 
took  some  months  to  complete. 

Remarks. — If  the  operator  had  divided 
the  anterior  fold  of  the  arm-pit  by  a  per¬ 
pendicular  incision,  and  placed  one  liga¬ 
ture  above  and  another  below  tha  wound 
in  the  artery,  his  patient  would  not  have 
had  in  all  probability  secondary  hemorr¬ 
hage,  and  would  have  been  cured  in  half 
the  time,  and  with  much  less  risk. 

Case  66.— Montanini,  of  Naples,  tied 
the  axillary  artery  below  the  elavicle,  six¬ 
teen  days  after  the  accident,  in  a  case  of 
wound  which  healed  early,  and  allowed 
an  aneurismal  tumour  to  form  the  size  of 
the  fist.  Six  day3  afterwards  the  tumour 
burst,  and  about  five  ounces  of  coagula 
were  discharged.  The  sac  suppurated, 
but  no  bleeding  took  place.  An  abscess 
formed  under  the  pectoral  muscle,  requir¬ 
ing  to  be  opened.  The  patient  was  cured 
in  thirty-six  days. 

Remarks. — The  infiammation  of  the 
sac,  which  led  to  its  rupture  on  the  sixth 
day,  closed  the  axillary  artery  below  in 
all  probability,  or  the  patient  would  have 
bled  to  death,  uule3s  another  operation 
had  been  performed  to  tie  it  also. 

Case  67. — C.  Chevalier,  aged  thirty- 
seven,  was  wounded  in  1811,  in  Spain, 
by  a  thrust  with  a  sword  on  the  back  of 
the  shoulder,  which  caused  him  to  faint 
after  a  great  loss  of  blood.  The  wound 
healed  in  three  weeks.  Two  months  af¬ 
terwards  he  perceived  a  small  tumour  in 
the  axilla,  about  the  size  of  a  nut,  and 
pulsating,  Two  years  afterwards  it  was 
as  large  as  a  hen’s  egg,  and  after  some  la¬ 
borious  exertions  it  rapidly  attained  the 
si*e  of  a  child’s  head.  M.  Dupuytren 
tied  the  artery  above  the  clavicle,  between 
the  two  scaleni  muscles,  the  anterior  of 
which  was  divided  ;  the  man  escaped,  and 
at  the  end  of  sereral  months  resumed  his 
occupation  of  a  joiner,  and  enjoyed  good 
health  for  three  years.  The  tumour  did 
not  entirely  disappear,  for,  after  a  great 
exertion,  intlammation  and  pain  came  on 


in  the  axilla,  and  he  applied  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu  again  iis  3  822.  At  tha  end  of  a 
fortnight  it  suppurated,  bunt,  and  dis¬ 
charged  a  large  quantity  of  matter,  hav¬ 
ing  the  colour  and  consistence  of  pounded 
raisins.  Tins  opening  was  enlarged,  the 
sac  injjcted,  and  he  left  the  hospital, 
cured,  in  three  months. 

Remarks .  —  This  was  an  aneurism 
formed  after  the  manner  supposed  in 
cases  55  and  54L  Being  of  long  standing, 
the  ligature  of  the  subclavian  above  the 
clavicle  was  admissible,  but  there  can  ba 
no  doubt  that  this  man  would  have  run 
less  risk  if  tha  sac  had  been  laid  open 
when  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg. 

Ca‘k  68. — .Lailemand  of  Montpellier 
( Archives  General es  de  Medecine,  vok 
vii.)  was  called  to  a  young  man  who  was 
wounded  by  tha  point  of  a  sword  through 
the  middle  of  the  anterior  fold  of  the 
arm-pit,  and  lost  a  good  deal  of  blood  at 
the  time  ;  but  as  the  small  wound  became 
obstructed,  the  blood  only  oozed  out;  a 
large  effusion,  however,  took  place  into 
the  arm-pit,  and  into  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  chest,  arm,  and  neck.  M. 
Lallemand  with  great  difficulty  tied  ths 
subclavian  artery  above  the  clavicle.  On 
the  twelfth  day  the  ligature  separated, 
but  the  diffused  aneurismal  tumour  be¬ 
came  large  and  more  painful ;  fluctuation 
being  manifest,  a  puncture  was  made  into 
it,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  chocolate- 
coloured  matte?  was  evacuated,  together 
with  many  large  black  lumps  of  coagu¬ 
lated  blood.  The  day  after,  another  swel¬ 
ling  required  another  puncture,  for  the 
evacuation  of  a  further  quantity  of  fetid 
pu3,  with  sloughing  cellular  membrane, 
See.  A  third  abscess  formed,  and  re¬ 
quired  another  puncture,  followed  by  si¬ 
milar  results.  A  month  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  the  pube  returned  in  the  radial 
artery,  eight  days  after  in  the  ulaar,  and 
the  patient  ultimately  recovered. 

Remarks. — If  an  incision  had  been 
made  at  first,  through  the  anterior  fold  of 
the  arm-pit,  the  coagulated  blood  would 
have  been  readily  evacuated,  the  wounded 
artery  would  have  been  tied,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  cured  without  difficulty.  If  the  col¬ 
lateral  circulation  had  been  early  estab¬ 
lished,  this  operation  would  have  been 
necessary  to  stop  the  bleeding  which 
would  have  taken  place.  This  man  had 
a  lucky  escape  from  his  accident  and  his 
operation. 

Case  69. — It  is  seated  in  vol.  xxx.  of 
the  Med.  Cfiir.  Review,  that  a  voung 
man  wa9  brought  to  Professor  Blasius,  of 
Halle,  with  a  wound  through  the  posterior 
fold  of  the  arm -pit  from  a  sword  ;  he  Lied 
profusely  and  oil  several  oec.a-i  ms.  Ou 
the  twentieth  day  after  the  accideut,  Pro¬ 
fessor  Blasi.ts  Vied  the  subclavian  below 
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tlx  e!r*k!«s  and  tb*  patient  died  fro® 
ttbu^ks  two  days  tiler.  Oa  action 
lk«  axillary  *ad  veia  tex  £osa4  unin¬ 
jured  i  the  bleeding  had  takea  place  from 
the  clre«tt&tx*  humeri  posterior  «d  cir- 
cumflexa  scapulas  *r  tenet.  Dr.  Blasas 
•esdeouMd  ia  »« me  tenet  the  negligence 
cf  cot  laying  hare  the  artery  or  arteries 
wounded,  ess!  applying  ;\  Ug&tur*  to  the®. 

/faMrl*— It  h  plain  that  if  the*#  ar¬ 
teries  are  of  any  nse  in  the  collateral  cir¬ 
ca  Ut  ion,  bleeding  must  be  renewed  by 
them,  after  the  tubslt-viao  has  been  t  ed 
above  their  origin,  csle#*  they  shea  Id  be 
e."tSdetst£.llv  closed  in  the  interval.  I 
need  cot  add  to  the  forcible  criticism  of 
Bits! as,  which  is  unanswerable.  In  this, 
as  well  a*  in  Css*  67,  the  posterior  fold 
of  the  arm-pit  Eight  bare  required  to  be 

divided  instead  of  the  anterior. 

» 

Cass  TO. — Dr.  Mocteeib,  of  Glasgow, 
was  called  to  a  gentleman  on  the  20th  of 
September,  ISIS,  whose  right  trm  had 
been  ran  om  by  a  heavy  coeeb,  about  its 
middle,  and  bruised  from  the  shoulder  to 
the  wrist,  without  lacerating  the  skin. 
Great  inflammation  ensued,  followed  by 
suppuration,  the  matter  being  evacuated 
by  an  Incision  over  tha  biceps  isaaele, 
twelve  days  after  the  accident.  This  was 
followed  by  great  sloughing  of  the  integu¬ 
ments,  and  oa  the  20th  day  by  hemorrhage 
Inducing  syncope.  Hemorrhage  again 
took  place,  and  soma  operation  to  arrest 
it  was  necessary.  The  gangrene  bad  ex¬ 
tended  close  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
ai ilia,  and  the  axillary  artery  was,  there¬ 
fore,  secured  by  ligature  as  high  up  as  it 
could  bo  got  at  by  aa  incision  at  the  arm- 
pit,  under  the  anterior  fold  made  by  the 
ctorsl  muscle,  and,  as  Dr.  Mom  rath 
lieves,  above  the  origin  of  the  subsca- 
pularia  end  dicumfiex  arteries.  Thi 
patient  recovered  with  an  arm,  after  a 
time,  “  in  all  rerpecta  perfect.” 

The  Messrs.  Maunoir  of  Geneva,  per¬ 
formed  nearly  a  similar  operation,  after  a 
sword-wound,  with  success.  Desault, 
Langenbeek,  and  Roux,  have  each  recom¬ 
mended  the  division  of  the  pectoral  muscle 
for  this  purpose,  aad  if  Desault  had  been 
better  acquainted  with  the  management 
of  the  ligature,  success  would  have 
attended  his  efforts,  and  he  would  bare 
left  me  nothing  to  propose,  but  to  follow 
the  example  he  had  set  ia  1795,  in  the 
fallowing  case. 

Case  71. -—The  point  of  a  sword  parsed 
through  the  pectoral  muscle,  an  inch  above 
Hs  lower  edge ;  a  great  quantity  of  blood 
was  lost,  aad  a  large  swelling  formed  in 
the  axilla,  between  the  folds  of  the  arm¬ 
pit.  Seven  days  afterward#  the  man  was 
admitted  into  the  Hotel  Dieu.  An  incision 
was  mad#  ia  the  course  of  the  axilla^ 


artery,  eet»st*»a&g  bekw  the  cUviel*. 
The  two  lower  thirds  of  the  pectoral 
muscle  were  divided,  and  the  coagulated 
blood  removed  Craua  the  axilla,  to  as  to 
expose  the  artery,  veins,  aai  nerves.  So 
for  the  proceeding  of  Desault  was  to  be 
applauded.  He  then  included  all  the 
vessels  and  nerve*  ia  cue  mass  by  a  tem¬ 
porary  ligature.  The  artery  was  then 
separated,  and  tied  separately  immediately 
a  Dove  the  origin  of  the  circumflex  and  sab- 
scapular  artcrie*.  The  temporary  ligature 
was  then  loosened,  but  was  not  removed. 
No  mcie  ligature#  were  then  applied  below 
the  wound  in  the  artery.  The  man  died 
six  day#  afterward*  of  momSeatioa, 

Remarks.-~l(  ia  this  case  Desault  had 
placed  t»o  ligatures  on  the  artery,  one 
above  and  the  of  her  below  the  wound  ia 
it,  instead  of  four,  without  fear  of  being 
unable  to  command  the  bleeding,  bis 
patient  would,  ia  ail  probability,  have  re¬ 
covered. 

Cask  72.— Dr.  Segond,  in  French 
Guiana,  in  April,  1834,  was  called  to  a 
wound  of  the  axillary  artery  in  snegreas, 
which  took  place  by  a  foil  in  February. 
The  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  the  accident 
she  lost  a  great  quantity  of  blood  ;  at  the 
end  of  a  month  she  seemed  nearly  well, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  abscess,  from 
which  a  little  bloody  discharge  took  place, 
and  in  which  an  aneurlsmal  tumour  bad 
formed.  The  subclavian  above  the 
clavicle  was  tied,  and  the  patient  re¬ 
covered  very  fortunately. 

Cass  73. — Dr.  Nott,  of  Alabama,  U. 
Sn  was  sent  for  to  C.  Clause!,  aged  thirty, 
shot  through  the  wrist  and  axilla  by 
small  shot  on  the  27th  of  August.  The 
wrist  wax  amputated.  A  slough  formed 
ia  the  axilla.  °n  the  twelfth  dav 
hemorrhage  took  place  to  the  extent  of 
two  pints,  returned  oa  the  thirteenth,  and 
again  on  the  sixteenth ;  it  was  arrested  by 
compression.  Oa  the  eighteenth  day  the 
slough  separated,  leaving  a  large  cavity  in 
which  the  artery  eonld  not  be  felt.  By 
the  middle  of  October  the  cavity  had  filled 
up,  and  the  ulcer  had  nearly  healed,  when 
an  aneurisms!  tumour  began  to  form  and 
gradually  extended  up  to  the  clavicle.  On 
the  29th  of  November  a  ligature  was 
placed  on  the  artery  above  the  clavicle. 
On  the  thirty-first  day  this  came  away, 
having  been  so  tightly  tied  that  an  ordinary 
sized  pea  could  hardiy  b#  passed  through 
the  noose  after  it  came  away.  On  the 
fortieth  the  wound  had  healed,  but  the 
pulsation  which  had  returned  on  the 
second  day  after  the  operation  was  still 
strong  and  the  jmrr  distinct.  These  had 
a  little  d  miuuhed  iu  five  month#,  and 
the  patient  wa#  found  to  be  cured  two  years 
afterwards. 

(To  be  continued) 


Nrw  Orsairros  rc-a  P«rov>AarHaast 
In  a  letter  in  the  Medical  Times,  for  . 
16th,  Dr.  Bushnaa  gives  an  account « 
visit  to  Dr.  Dieffenbachs  M  Kiinik,” 
describes  anew  operation  practised  by 
for  the  cure  of  these  troublesome  and 
tre-ssing  accidents,  three  cases  of  w 
he  relates,  two  of  which  were  perfe 
successful,  and  the  third  promising  fa 
ably  at  the  time  the  letter  was  wru 
twelve  days  only  after  the  operation, 
says  i His  (Dr.  D.’s)  experience 
gun-shot  wounds  had  taught  him 
when  foreign  bodies,  as  bullets, 
lodged  in  bones,  a  great  quantity  of  h 
thy  and  hard  callus  is  always  poured 
them  ;  and  the  experiments  of  Dub; 
and  Flourens  had  established  the 
which  it  remained  for  the  genius  of  I 
fenbach  to  turn  to  account”  His  r 
of  proceeding  is  this  : — After  setting 
inflammatory  ection  about  the  fract 
ends  of  the  bones,  by  rubbing  them 
J  gether,  he  pierces  the  limb  with  a  si 
scalpel  down  to  the  bone,  about  half  an 
I  from  each  fractured  extremity,  and 
I  a  common  gimlet  drills  holes  thre 
each  end  of  the  bone,  and  into  each 
drives,  with  a  few  strokes  of  a  hamme 
ivory  peg  of  the  same  sire  as  the  gir 
The  limb  is  then  extended,  place* 
splints,  and  carefully  bandaged,  and  v 
it  is  evident,  by  the  diminished  mob 
between  the  ends  of  the  bone,  that  hea 
callus  has  been  thrown  out,  the  pegs 
removed,  and  the  wounds  allowed  to  I 
The  first  case  related  was  that  of  a 
man,  33  years  of  age,  who  had  broker 
thigh  fifteen  months  previously,  and 
was  the  suffering  produced  by  it,  that 
earnestly  desired  its  removal.  By 
means  above  described,  however,  the 
tient  was  dismissed  cured  in  3  me 
from  the  date  of  the  operation.  Th. 
cond  case  was  of  a  man  set  31,  with 
united  fracture  of  the  humerus,  and  is 
weeks  the  man  was  able  to  resum. 
employment  The  third  was  also  fra< 
of  the  humerus,  at  the  insertion  of 
deltoid,  of  18  months  standing,  am 
man  had  undergone  the  regular  ro« 
practice  at  the  hands  of  other  surgeons 
successfully. 

Ipecacuanha  in  Uterine  Hemorrh 
By  J.  Higginbottom,  Esq. — {Mir.  H 
tended  a  patient  in  three  of  her  con 
meats,  in  1821-23-26.  Each  time  afte 
separation  of  the  placenta,  the  most  s« 
hemorrhage  took  place.  The  usual  r> 
dies  were  used — cold  to  the  abdom 
pressure— -opiates — wine  and  brandy, 
her  third  confinement,  Mr.  H.  despair 
saving  his  patient  ;  he  had  given  her 
a  pint  of  brandy  and  a  pint  of  port  v 
but  still  there  was  no  amendment,  a 
occurred  to  him  that  oa  forms  r  occa. 
I  she  never  was  any  better  until  the  con 
I  of  the  stomach  were  evacuated  ,  thcr 
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he  at  one*  decided  on  giving  her  an  emetic. 
He  observes  -.] — I  directly  gave  her  half  a 
drachm  of  ipecacuanha  ;  a  full  vomiting 
soon  succeeded,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
fluid  was  ejected.  1  was  much  struck  with 
an  expression  of  my  patient,  which  I  had 
several  times  heard  before  in  similar  cases, 
after  vomiting.  After  a  deep  sigh,  she 
said — l>  Oh  !  I  am  better  ;  1  am  better 
now.”  The  hemorrhage  ceased  directly, 
and  did  not  return  ;  the  symptoms  of 
sinking  abated,  and  the  patient  appeared 
to  he  in  her  natural  state  of  body,  but 
very  feeble.  A  little  plain  gruel  was  all 
the  nutriment  given  her,  and  she  recovered 
gradually  from  her  weak  state.  I  attended 
the  same  patient  three  times  afterwards,  in 
the  years  1827-29-31,  and  what  is  very 
satisfactory  in  favor  of  the  secale  cornu- 
tum,  which  was  about  that  time  becoming 
more  used  in  this  locality,  I  gave  in  every 
case,  half  a  drachm  of  the  powder  before  the 
bkth  of  the  child,  and  a  similar  dose  after 
the  birth,  before  the  separation  of  the  pla¬ 
centa.  This  remedy  had  the  desired  ef¬ 
fect  of  preventing  the  hemorrhage,  so  that 
I  had  no  further  need  of  the  ipecacuanha, 
or,  indeed,  of  any  other  remedy.  Several 
years  ago  I  had  a  patient,  on  whom  the 
secale  coniutum  had  no  effect  in  preventing 
the  hemorrhage,  and  I  gave  the  ipeca¬ 
cuanha  with  a  favorable  result.  For 
nearly  20  years  I  have  lost  all  confidence 
in  the  diffusible  stimulants,  such  as  wine, 
brandy,  &c.,  in  uterine  hemorrhage, 
from  a  conviction  that  they  increase 
the  arterial  circulation,  and  consequently 
sthe  hemorrhage,  and  I  find  that 
opinion  corroborated  by  the  writings  of 
Drs.  Clutterbuck  and  Ramsbotham.  The 
utility  of  ipecacuanha  in  uterine  hemorr¬ 
hage  has  been  proved  by  Dr.  Osburn,  of 
Dublin,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  he  has 
recommended  it  in  extreme  cases  of  ex¬ 
haustion  or  sinking. — Prov.  Med.  and 
;  Surg.  Journal. 

I  On  Subcutaneous  N.svi. — By  Sir  B. 
Brodie.  Bart. — After  describing  the  ap- 
ipearance  of  subcutaneous  nsevi  formed  by 
!  vascular  tumours  in  the  texture  under  the 
i  skin,  and  not  in  the  skin  itself,  Sir  B.  B. 
i  observes  :• — “  You  may  very  easily  cure 
such  n®vi  by  caustic.  For  this  purpose 
» I  have  a  very  narrow  knife,  perhaps  about 
the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  width  ;  I  intro- 
:  duce  it  into  the  middle  of  the  nsevus,  and 
I  move  it  in  different  directions,  so  as  to 
cut  in  pieces,  as  it  were,  its  vascular  struc¬ 
ture.  I  then  have  a  probe  armed  by 
dipping  the  blunt  end  of  it  into  nitrate  of 
silver,  melted  in  a  platina  or  silver  spoon. 
The  probe  thu3  armed  is  to  be  introduced 
i'»to  the  puncture  made  by  the  narrow  lan¬ 
cet,  and  moved  about,  so  that  wherever 
the  lancet  has  divided  the  blood-vessels, 
the  caustic  may  penetrate  also.  It  caus¬ 
es  inflammation  and  sloughing,  at  the  same 
i  time  obliterating  the  vessel-  beyond  the 


maigin  of  the  slough.  When  the  slough 
is  separated,  there  is  a  slight  discharge  of  1 
pus  for  a  few  days,  and  if  the  tumour  be 
of  small  size,  you  will  find  that  it  is  cur¬ 
ed  ;  but  if  it  be  large,  the  application  must 
be  repeated.  I  have  used  this  on  several 
occasions  with  great  advantage,  especially 
when  the  tumour  has  been  on  the  face, 
where  it  is  a  great  object  not  to  destroy 
the  skin.  If  you  remove  one  of  these 
tumours,  either  by  the  knife  or  by  liga¬ 
ture,  yon  must  leave  a  Large  cicatrix  ;  but 
by  applying  the  caustic  in  the  way  I  have 
mentioned,  you  save  the  skin.  I  was  re¬ 
quested  to  see  a  little  child  that  had  one 
of  these  subcutaneous  naevi  at  the  tip  of 
the  nose,  giving  it  a  very  ugly  appear¬ 
ance.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  alse 
of  the  nose  was  involved  in  the  tumour, 
and  to  have  cut  it  out  would  have  disfigur¬ 
ed  the  child  for  life.  I  treated  it  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  method  which  I  have  just  ex¬ 
plained.  Several  operations  were  requir¬ 
ed,  but  they  sncceeded  perfectly  ;  the  child 
is  quite  cured  of  the  nsevus,  and  I  will 
not  say  that  you  see  no  mark  at  the  end 
of  the  nose,  but  there  is  so  little  that,  un¬ 
less  your  attention  were  called  to  it,  you 
would  not  know  that  anything  had  hap¬ 
pened.  I  have  destroyed  an  extensive 
subcutaneous  nsevus  occupying  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  face,  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner,  there  being  very  little  or  no  scar  af¬ 
terwards. — Medical  Gazette. 

Castor-oil  in  Afvectiovs  ornj  Mccoc* 
Msmssans  or  thk  Bowels. — Dr.  Spencer 
Thomson  states,  in  the  Monthly  Journal  of  Medi¬ 
cal  Science,  that  castor -oil,  in  the  form  of  enrol  - 
sion  possesses  a  really  specific  power  of  curing', 
unassisted,  irritation,  snbacute inflammation,  or  ul¬ 
ceration  of  the  mucous  lining  of  the  bowels.  He  1 
thinks  there  are  not  many  cases  of  infantile  or 
aphthous  diarrhaa  which  are  not  curable  by  it 
alone.  In  stating  this  he  alludes  to  the  disease  as 
it  occurs  during  the  first  year  of  life,  especially, 
among  children  improperly  fed,  commencing  with 
sickness,  and  frequent  griping  evacuations,  vary- 
ing  in  colour  from  greenish -yellow  to  dark 
grass-green;  these  becoming  more  Liquid,  and, 
more  or  less  mixed  with  slimy  gelatinous  mucus 
streaked  with  blood,  or  even  at  last  with  a 
predominance  of  blood,  each^evacuation  being 
accompanied^ with  pain  and  tenesmus  ;  the  mouth 
dry  and  aphthous  ;  the  anus  indamed,  the  belly 
tumid  and  painful;  the  child  becoming  more  and 
more  feverish,  emaciated,  and  somnolent.  Ln 
most  cases  presenting  the  above  symptoms,  in» 
dicativo  according  to  their  severity  of  irritation, 
subaente  inflammation, or  ulceration,  he  believea 
the  emulsion  of  castor  oil  with  yolk  of  egg, 
combined  or  not  with  verj  gentle  opiates,  swill 
be  found  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure.  It  is  not  of 
course  meant  that  the  diet  be  left  unregulated, 
or  that  assistance  is  never  to  be  derived  from 
the  warm  bath,  liniments  to  the  belly,  or  occa¬ 
sional  doses  of  mild  mercurials  ;  but  these,  es¬ 


pecially  the  latter,  are  only  to  be  regarded  a* 
accessories.  No  meicnrial  so  quickly  change# 
the  character  of  the  evacuation  as  tba  etaal&oa 
which  only  requires  to  be  steadily  persevered  in. 
The  following  is  the  form  in  which  he  generally 
prescribes  it  for  Infants  . — For  an  i.ifant  of  from 
two  to  four  months  Job!  : — R.  Ol-  ricini,  rj  i— 
3'iss  ;  VitelH  ovi. semis.,  Aq.  a  noth,  teniculi,  iA 
3J.  Ft.  emuls.  Snmat  coch.  pare,  bis  die.  To 
this  from  two  to  six  drops  of  la  tfc  an  am  may  bo 
added  or  not ;  but,  of  course,  this  :u  well  as  the 
amount  and  frequency  of  the  dose,  must 
vary  with  the  ease.  The  mixture  is  gener¬ 
ally  taken  readily  and  even  liked.  The  same 
preparation  is  equally  useful  in  that  form  of  intes¬ 
tinal  affection  which  is  met  with  ia  children  ol 
from  one  to  nine  years  of  age,  identical  with  ths 
infantile  type  before  cited,  but  presenting  slightly 
varied  symptoms,  such  as  the  tendency  of  the  evac. 
nations  to  become  watery,  brown,  black,  and  very 
offensive ;  the  picking  of  the  lip  s,  nose  Sic.  In  a 
case  of  this  nature  which  lately  came  under  his 
care,  the  patient  a  boy-aged  three  years,  lay  al¬ 
most  insensible  and  somnolent.  The  evacuations 
resembling  black  dirty  water,  snd  very  offensive, 
were  passed  eight  or  ten  times  in  the  twelve  hours. 
Other  symptoms  of  subacute  inflammation  of  th* 
mucous  membrana  were  also  present.  After  the 
first  dose  of  simple  emulsion,  there  was  no  motion 
for  thirty-six  hours,  all  the  other  symptoms  being 
ameliorated.  The  case,  at  the  date  of  the  report 
was  progressing  favourably.  In  the  diarrhma 
and  dysenteric  affections  of  adults,  the  same 
form  of  medicine  will  nearly  always  effect  s 
cure  ;  it  is  especially  useful  in  the  diarrhoea  of 
typhus,  with  symptoms  of  ihac  ulceration. 
In  a  recent  case  of  subacute  hepatitis,  in  which 
exhausting  diarrhoea  was  present,  accompanied  by 
painfully  excoriated  tongue,  and  great  abdominal 
tenderness,  the  patient  was  preserved  solely  by  the 
continued  use  of  the  emulsion.  The  medicinal 
action  of  the  oil  is  certainly  much  modified  by  its 
union  with  the  yolk  of  egg,  for  the  same  dose 
which  would  act  well  as  an  aperient  when  given 
alone,  when  thus  combined  wul  scarcely  act  ataiL. 
The  preparation  generally  agrees  well  with  the 
stomach  ;  but  in  some  cas<**  of  irritability  of  that 
organ,  or  where  active  bilious  cholera  exists  with 
frequent  vomiting,  it  is  well  to  delay  its  adminis¬ 
tration  until  the  stomach  is  tranqui  ised  by  effer¬ 
vescing  salines,  hydrccvancic  acid, or  other  usual 
remedies.  'In  a  concluding  paragraph  Dr.Thoms- 
son  states  that  the  action  of  croton  oil  on  children 
is  much  less  marked  than  it  is  in  the  adult.  He 
has  frequently  found  the  dose  that  would  purge  an 
a  lull  free!/,  act  as  a  laxative  merely  on  a  child. — 
Medical  Times. 

Insanity. — Ungovernable  passion,  how¬ 
ever  sudden,  the  phrenzy  of  intoxication, 
or  mere  eccentricity,  however  absurd, 
does  not  constitute,  insanity. 

By  the  law  of  Englaud,  a  man  who 
commits  a  crime  when  under  the  influence 
of  liquor  is  held  responsible  fee  that  crimt 
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»&3  there  can  &*  »a>  OmM  of  the  jasiks* 

«b4  Use  grswa»l  ae-ccasEi  y  of  nek  *a  enact- 
mmi  i  riiH  there  tmr  be  mitigatory  cir- 
c»Bs*i32K«*.  Tfeos  drink  make#  os®  men 
ftupiJ,  aastber  oo*f r*'»am« ;  the  one  per¬ 
haps  murder*,  while  the  other  remain*  la- 
tharpe.  No«,  these  rasa  ere  both  m- 
postsabk  for  the  beastly  state  of  intoxica¬ 
tion  in  which  they  hare  voluntarily  brought 
themselves,  but  it  may  to  happen  that  the 
n»aa  who  worn  drank  is  homicidal,  may 
be  a  more  quiet,  amiable,  and  placid  per- 
*oa,  than  the  ether  on  whom  drink  acts 
merely  as  a  sedative ;  and  yet  the  one  i* 
locked  up  for  the  eight  and  discharged  the 
next  morning,  while  the  other  esc -ys&r#  his 
deed  cn  the  icaiTold.  This  is  the  diifer- 
c&ct  in  temperament ;  and  predisposition 
or  idiosyncrasy  can  no  man  alter ;  justice, 
tempered  with  humanity,  should  always 
guide  the  judgment  in  such  cases.  Deli¬ 
rium  tremens  is  generally  caused  by  fre¬ 
quent  intoxication,  bat  a  person  who  com¬ 
mits  murder  in  the  phrenzy  of  such  de¬ 
lirium  is  not  considered  responsible  ;  so 
that  delirium  tremens,  although  produced 
by  intemperance,  is  received  as  a  plea  in 
criminal  cases,  while  drunkenness  is  re¬ 
jected.  There  can  be  rvo  doubt  of  tf»c 
wisdom  of  inch  distinction,  although  it  at 
first  sight  appears  somewhat  paradoxical ; 
and  it  would  be  far  more  justifiable  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  man  from  incurring  that  phrensy 
which  results  from  delirium  tremens,  by 
placing  him  at  an  early  period  under  such 
restraint  as  to  prevent  him  from  getting 
drunk,  rather  than  punishing  him  for  his 
acts,  however  criminal,  when  clearly  re¬ 
sulting  from  disease,  even  though  such 
malady  is  the  result  of  his  own  im¬ 
prudence. 

There  have  been  several  instances  of 
late  years  of  captains  of  trader*  drinking  to 
excess,  and.  when  under  such  excitement, 
mutilating  or  even  murdering  some  of 
their  crews;  partial  insanity  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  the  plea,  but  in  the  absence  of 
evidence  upon  which  dependence  can  be 
placed,  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  in¬ 
terest*  of  society  too  readily  to  admit  such 
a  defence. 

Intoxicating  drinks  set  very  powerful¬ 
ly  on  the  insane;  they  often  produce  the 
greatest  excitement ;  they  cause  the  most 
furious  phreary.  If,  unhappily,  under 
such  circumstances,  a  person  proved  to 
have  been  insane  previously  to  committ 
ing  any  criminal  act,  or  if  confined  in  a 
lunatic  asylum,  he  must  be  held  irrespon¬ 
sible  for  any  act,  however  calamitous,  pro¬ 
vided  the  deed  was  executed  while  under 
the  intoxicating  fit ;  if  punishment  is  to 
visited  any  where,  it  should  be  upon  those 
whose  indiscretion  or  want  of  necessary 
precaution  has  led  to  th»  deplorable  result. 
— Dr.  Wittiamt  in  Medical  Timas. 

Ulcxratior  aud  Praroairtox  or  thb 
Stomach. — Mr  Lawrence  narrates,  in  the 
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„W  “ RiA'y  MsdxnlJamrmd  efsrisueu,  the  caaa  of  skull  is  deficient  whew  nature  never 
a  young  woman  to  whom  he  ws*  called,  j  hsra  deficiency. 


lam,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
John  Stswart, 
Veterinary  Surgeon. 

Sydney,  July  l&tfc,  1847, 

Sine©  receiving  Mr,  Stewart’*  com- 
manicauoa,  w«  have  been  informed 
that  the  •*  orientation*  display  ”  re¬ 
ferred  to  is  not  to  take  place,  it  hav¬ 
ing  been  determined  to  keep  the  cra¬ 
nium  alluded  to  in  the  Museum  here. 
Before  we  ware  made  aware  of  tbia  re¬ 


am!  found  her  labouring  under  rymptois* 
of  peritoniti*.  She  had  suffered  from  4tfH 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  stomach  for 
five  or  *ix  weak*  previously  ;  it  wa*  ag¬ 
gravated  by  pressure,  and  by  a  full  weak 
The  case  terminated  fatally.  The  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  body  was  made  twelv  e  hour* , 
after  death.  On  catting  through  the  ah-  j 
dominal  parietes,  they  were  found  perfect¬ 
ly  healthy -looking.  The  first  puncture 
of  the  peritoneal  sac  gave  vent  to  a  coa- 
iiderable  quantity  of  noxiou*  gas,  ami  on 

enlarging  the  opening,  a  large  quantity  of  ,  ^jon,  - -  —  -  - 

turbid  serum  and  grumous-iookin^  fluid,  j  f,  we  had  intended  to  take  measure* 
amounting  to  about  two  Scotch  pint*,  was  j  ward  off,  from  a  part  at  least  of  the 
found  effused  among  the  contents  of  the  ,-kntiSc  world  cf  New  South  Wale*,  the 
abdomen.  The  peritoneal  covering  of  the  cvK7T.-a  of  **  ignorance  and  credulity,”  to 
bowels  presented  throughout  a  preter-  I  wbich  jo  absurd  a  procedure  would,  with- 
nxtural  vascularity,  and  here  and  there  0Qt  some  explanation,  have  teemed  to 
a  greyivh  slaty -hooking  aspect.  There  8pp|j  to  all.  True,  the  subject  U  scarcely 
w-ere  neither  purulent  effusion  nor  adhe  •  cas  ;0  be  carious  about ;  yet  the  reports 
sions  among  the  convolutions,  nor  any  j  cf  the  existence,  in  the  interior  of  the 
spot  on  these  that  seemed  to  have  been  country,  of  an  animal  hitherto  unknown 
more  especially  the  seat  of  morbid  action.  J  naturalist*,  and  called  by  the  abori- 
The  omentum  was  found  abnormally  g;nea  «*  Bun-yip,”  or  44  Kina  Pratie, 
thickened  and  vascular.  On  examining  haTa  obtained  so  much  of  credence— and 
the  stomach,  a  circular  perforation,  of  the  j  ^])a  jIjqU  now  in  the  Museum,  which  wa* 
size  of  a  fourpeany  piece,  was  discovered  3ent  Up  fr0m  Port  Phillip  as  the  head  of 
on  its  anterior  and  upper  aspect,  almost  in  l  tLat  animal,  has  been  pronounced,  with 
the  line  of  its  smaller  curvature,  and  near  m  much  confidence,  by  some  parties  here 
to  the  cardiac  orifice.  On  slitting  open  pretending  to  some  skill  in  such  matters, 
the  organ,  its  coats,  for  a  considerable  j  to  be  the  veritable  head  of  some  *uch  non¬ 
way  around  the  ulcerated  opening, 
were  found  fully  three-eighths  of  an 
inch  in  thickness  and  the  villous  tis¬ 
sue  highly  vascular.  The  size  of  the  ul 

cer  waVrauch  larger  in  the  mucous  than  in  i  d^t,  ana  only  nope  mat,  u  it  tnoa***  ™ 
the  muscularor  peritoneal  coat,  thus  giving  t0  England,  they  may  be  sent  with 
it  a  conical  forme — its  base  directed  in-  to  eE!Vct  the  showmen  on  the  occasion 
ward.  In  the  cavity  of  the  stomach  was  j  0f  ^s  presentation  to  our  old  lellow- 
a  considerable  quantity  of  the  some  dark  j  student,  Professor  Owen.  With  what 
grumous-looking  fluid,  which  was  found  j  «  inextinguishable  laughter”  that  geutle- 
effused  among  the  vicera. 


descript  monster— that  it  seems  to  de¬ 
mand  some  notice  at  our  hands.  That 
those  parties,  in  their  zeal  for  discovery, 
have  found  a  “  mgere't  Rest,  ”  wa  have  no 
doubt,  and  only  hope  that,  if  it  should  be 


man  would  greet  the  phenomenon  and  it* 
**  keeper*”  we  can  readily  imagine. 


Original  Casrs  cm&  Camma- 
mcafian#. 

To  the  Editor  ef  the  A^lraHon  Medical 
Journal. 

Sis — Understanding  that  the  skull  re¬ 
cently  exhibited  in  the  Museum  as  the 
head  of  an  animal  hitherto  unknown,  is 
about  to  be  sent  home  for  the  inspection  of 
European  Naturalists,  I  hope  that  you 
will,  in  your  next  publication,  protest 
against  such  an  ostentatious  display  of 
our  ignorance  and  credulity.  Before  it  is 
two  days  in  London  it  will  be  recognised 
as  the  head  of  a  foal  that  has  had  hydro¬ 
cephalus  and  been  born  dead.  The  like¬ 
ness  is  too  striking  to  deceive  any  one. 
Veterinarian*  will  know  it  at  once  ;  and 
the  naturalist  will  see  that  the  cranial  ca¬ 
vity  is  too  large  for  the  sound  brain  of 
any  animal  inferior  to  man,  and  that  the 


The  foregoing  wood-cut  represents  tbe 
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cranium  «»  prejilt.  The  lo<re»  jaw  is 
wanting.  Had  it  been  present,  the  bun- 
yippites  would  most  probably  have  Wa 
•pared  *o  ostentatious  a  display  of  tneif 
want  of  information  on  a  subject  of  which 
talk  so  confidently, 
hat  the  skullis  that  of  a  young  ani¬ 
mal  is  evident,  from  the  texture  and  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  hones,  which  are  so  thin 
and  u« solidified  that  the  application  of 
the  wet  gypsum  to  make  a  cast,  quite 
softened  them — from  the  appearance  of 
the  teeth  (3  molars  on  each  side),  which 
bare  evidently  never  been  used,  the  ridges 
of  enamel  being  sharp,  well-defined,  and 
projecting— -while  those  on  one  side  still 
retain,  in  the  spaces  between  the  ridges  of 
enamel,  portions  of  the  gum  with  which 
they  were  covered,  in  a  dried  state.  The 
teeth  on  the  opposite  side  evidently  show 
marks  of  this  having  been  scraped  off, 
most  probably  for  the  purpose  of  examiu- 
ing  them  more  completely.  The  form 
and  she  of  these  teeth,  together  with  the 
disposition  of  the  plates  of  enamel  being 
precisely  those  of  the  foal  of  the  horse, 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  place  in  nature’s 
catalogue  the  animal  to  which  the  skull 
belonged  should  be  assigned.  The  lower 
extremity  of  the  jaw,  together  with  the 
incisor  teeth,  ia  wanting,  having  been 
evidently  broken  off. 

That  the  anomalous  shape  and  size  of 
the  cranium  are  attributable  to  hydroce¬ 
phalus,  no  pathologist  can  fail  to  see  at  a 
glance.  The  abnormal  opening  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  skull,  as  shown  in  the 
wcod-cut—the  thinness  and  expansion  of 
the  bones — the  divergence  of  the  orbits — 
the  membranous  expansion  forming  a 
part  of  the  wall  of  the  orbit,  which  in  the 
healthy  state  would  be  the  place  of  junc¬ 
tion  between  the  bones — ail  demonstrate 
that  the  latter  have  been  moulded,  during 
gestation,  upon  a  brain  preternaturally 
spread  out  by  the  disease  above-named. 

Our  space  will  not  allow  us  to  go  fur¬ 
ther  into  an  exposition  of  what  is  so  evi- 
dent. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  existence  of 
such  an  animal  as  the  “  Bun-yip,”  there 
has  not  yet  been  adduced  the  slightest 
evidence  worthy  of  the  least  credit.  On 
the  contrary,  we  are  assured  by  a  very 
intelligent  person,  who  was  for  a  long 
time  resident  about  the  very  place  where 
this  cranium  wa3  found,  and  who  was  in 
constant  intercourse  with  the  aboriginal 
tribes  there,  that  he  not  only  never  saw 
any  such  beast,  but  never  even  heard  the 
Earnc  now  given  to  it. 

We  therefore  conclude,  either,  that  the 
whole  account  of  theTftm-yrpisoneof  those 
semi -traditionary,  semi-superstitions  sto¬ 
ries  so  common  among  savage  nations, 
or,  which  is  most  probable,  that  the  name 
u  «  modern  one,  given  by  the  aborigines 
some  of  the  animals  introduced  by  the 


colonist*,  and  which  were,  at  first,  in* 
vested  by  their  fears  with  the  destructiv  e 
attributes  of  some  ferocious  monster.  The 
Bun-yip  will,  therefore,  we  think  make  its 
appearance  about  the  same  time  as  th« 
mermaid  and  the  sea-serpent. — Ed. 
A.  M .  J.) 


COMPOUND  FRACTURE  OP  THE  LEG. 

—AMPUTATION.— ST.  JOHN'S  HOS¬ 
PITAL,  LAUNCESTON. 

BTW.a.  pros,  H,D,  LAUNCXtTOir,  V.  B,  L. 

Evan  Gwillim,  *t.  57,  by  trade  a  brick¬ 
layer  and  plasterer,  admitted  May  13th, 
at  2  o’clock,  a.  m.,  as  a  patient  in  St. 
John’s  Hospital,  in  consequence  of  an  in¬ 
jury  he  had  received  in  struggling  with  a 
constable.  On  admission  was  evidently 
still  under  the  infuence  of  liquor,  al¬ 
though  ha  had  travelled  in  a  cart  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  sixteen  miles.  HU  right  leg, 
which  was  broken,  had  been  placed  in 
splints  by  a  medical  gentleman  by  whom 
he  had  been  seen  on  receipt  of  the  injury. 
On  removing  the  splints  and  dressing,  a 
severe  compound  iracture  of  the  right 
tibia,  a  short  distance  above  the  ankle, 
presented ;  the  bone  protruding  from 
the  wound  from  three  to  four  inches  ; 
t..o  fibula  was  also  comminuted.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  the  projecting  bone  was  removed 
with  a  common  amputating  saw,  the 
wound  extended,  and  the  broken  bones 
placed  in  apposition  ;  the  limb  was  then 
supported  on  a  Liston’s  splint,  and  an 
opiate  administered. 

9  a,  m. — Has  slept  but  little  ;  has  vo¬ 
mited  since  about  7  o’clock ;  a  considerable 
amount  of  oozing  from  the  wound  ;  limb 
swollen, and  becoming  much  discoloured; 
puls*  120,  rather  sharp  and  small;  com¬ 
plains  of  excessive  thirst :  to  have  an  ef¬ 
fervescing  draught. 

Vespere.— Vomiting  has  ceased,  and  he 
appears  in  every  respect  much  improved  ; 
pulse  84,  moderately  full. 

R.  Morph.  Hydroch.,  gr.  i. 

Mist.  Camph.  3  ij.  M. 

Half  to  be  taken,  and  repeated  if  rest¬ 
less. 

May  14th. — Had  a  comfortable  night, 
and  appears  doing  very  well.  The  case 
continued  to  proceed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  until  the 

19th — About  8  p.  m.,  when  the 
wardsman  was  called  to  by  Gwillim,  who 
observed  that  his  leg  bad  suddenly  as¬ 
sumed  a  very  peculiar  sensation.  On  re¬ 
moving  the  bed  clothes  the  limb  was 
found  to  be  in  a  pool  of  blood,  and  a 
stream  was  running  through  the  bedding. 
The  bleeding  was  checked  by  compres¬ 
sion  on  the  femoral  artery,  and  Dr.  Pugh 
sent  for.  It  was  evident  that  one  or  both 
of  the  tibial  arteries  had  given  way,  and 
from  the  severity  of  the  injury  no  hope 
remained  of  saving  the  leg.  Dr.  Benson 
having  been  consulted,  immediate  ampu¬ 


tation  below  the  knee  was  decided  on. 
The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr. 
Pugh,  who  removed  the  leg  at  the  tube¬ 
rosity  of  the  tibia,  forming  a  posterior 
flap  from  the  gastrocnemius  muscle.  The 
popliteal  artery  alone  required  ligature. 
On  examining  the  removed  parts,  the  an¬ 
terior  tibial  artery  was  found  not  to  be 
the  source  whence  the  haemorrhage  had 
proceeded.  The  coats  of  this  vessel  had, 
however,  sustained  so  much  injury  as  to 
justify  the  opinion  that  bleeding  would 
have  ensued  on  application  of  a  very 
slight  force.  On  exposing  the  posterior 
tibial  artery,  it  was  found  to  have  been 
ruptured  by  the  sharp  edge  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  t.  actured  bone,  a  spongy 
mass  of  clot  pointing  out  the  exact  spot. 

Tli8  injury  to  the  bones  proved  to  be 
of  greater  extent  than  was  supposed  prior 
to  the  operation,  and  certainly  of  a  cha¬ 
racter  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  a  blow 
from  a  small  stick — the  only  weapon  said 
to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  constable 
who  struck  the  patient  on  his  leg.  The 
fibula  was  broken  at  a  point  correspond¬ 
ing  with  a  black  mark  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  leg,  a  portion  of  bone  about  two  inches 
in  length  having  been  detached  from  the 
shaft,  the  small  portion  being  split  longi¬ 
tudinally,  The  tibia  was  fractured  ob¬ 
liquely  from  without,  inward*,  the  fracture 
extending  about  four  i  iches  in  length  ;  a 
art  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  tibia  bad 
een  split  off  nearly  to  the  ankle  joint ; 
this  detached  portion  had  injured  the  ar¬ 
tery,  and  rendered  the  operation  neces¬ 
sary. 

20th.— Slept  but  little,  notwithstanding 
a  repetition  of  the  anodyne  ordered 
after  the  operation  ;  very  slight  oozing 
from  the  stump ;  applied  isintglass  plas¬ 
ter.  Pulse  108;  tongue  dry  and  glazy; 
bowels  were  freely  relieved  at  the  time  of 
the  operation  ;  complains  of  excessive 
thirst ;  has  taken  a  little  arrow-root. 

21st. — StPches  removed;  stump  look¬ 
ing  very  well ;  tongue  iry  and  furred  ; 
pulse  108  ;  takes  but  little  nourishment. 

June  1st. — Has  continued  to  do  well  ; 
ligature  withdrawn  from  the  artery. 

1 3th, — Sits  up  for  several  hours  during 
the  day  ;  the  stump  healing  rapidly. 


Our  Country  Subscribers  who  have  not 
remitted  their  Subscriptions  for  the  last 
quarter,  are  reminded  that  there  is  now 
another  due,  and  we  have  to  request  that 
they  will  remit  the  amount  with  at 
little  delay  as  posiible. 

To  Correspondents.—' The  cases  of  inhala¬ 
tion  promised  by  Dr.  Pugh  have  not 
yet  been  received. 

“Galen." — Mr.  Cuthill  is  not  a  subscrib¬ 
er  to  our  Journal  for  the  reason,  as  wa 
aic  informed,  that  Mr.  Duigan  takes  it 
in  !  Mr.  D.,  we  suppose,  eats,  drinks, 
and  sleep*,  too,  and  if  Mr.  C.  has  *uch 
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a  horror  cf  associating  with  iuaa  even  (  tlfic  chemical  compound*,  and  where  pa*  partner*,  and,  ihou.d  either  become  m- 
lo  the  extent  of  refating  to  take  ia  the  j  tent  nostrum*  are  found  cheek  by  jowl  *°ivent,  we  lin3S'a®  *  cierer  taw  ter 
game  paper,  he  ought,  to  be  consistent,  on  the  same  shelves  with  the  most  im-  wotsid  bring  in  the  other  to  pay  the  debt* 
to  abjure  those  acts  also.  We  have  no  :  ports-si  medicinal  agent*-  Our  present  of  the  firm}  and  much  as  we,  in  general, 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  C„  and  cannot  t  Cue  is  that  most  disreputable  of  all  these  detest  the  resort  to  mere  legal  technical! - 
*ay,  therefore,  whether  or  not  he  ever  combination*,  that  secret  but  unholy  al*  DfS*  we  ahould,  we  confess,  rejoice  to  «* 
studied  Llodiey  Murray.  Dr.  M'Crae#  liance  between  the  professing  “pure,"  this  one  practically  enforced, 
faulty  in  point  of  taste  as  j  who  disdain*  to  contaminate  his  hands 


letter,  was  as  faulty  in  point  of  taste  as  j  who  disdain*  to 
Mr.  I’.’*  Inresp  ct  of  grammatical  con-  j  with  the  compounding  of  base  pill*  and  REMUNERATION  OFMEDICAL  MEN 
•tructioa.  If  Dr.  M’Crae  be  a  good  !  potions,  and  the  druggist,  in  virtue  of  FOR  PUBLIC  SERVICES, 

practitioner  anc  a  respectable  man,  it  is 


*11  the  same  whether  his  “  maternal 
uncle”  were  “Alexander  the  (irea;  or 
Alexander  the  Coppersmith."  Sich 
egotistical  displays  a#  the  letter  in  ques¬ 
tion,  however  calculated  to  tickle  the 
fancies  of  “  groundlings  ”  with  the  idea 
of  being  attended  by  a  man  so  highly 
connected,  are  not  likely  to  raise  the 
writer  in  the  estimation,  either  of  his 
medical  brethren  or  of  any  ether  sensi¬ 
ble  persons.  Besides,  if  ail  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  profession  who  might  have 
something  to  s&y  for  themselves,  were  to 
follow  hia  example,  the  Herald  wou.d 
have  to  publish  a  double  sheet  and  a 
Supplement  to  contain  all  the  putTs 
that  would  be  sent  for  insertion.  ^  e 
detest  quackery  in  every  shape,  and  as 
long  as  we  hold  the  editorial  pen,  we 
will  discountenance  it  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power. 

“Vaccinia." — We  do  not  know  what  por¬ 
tion  of  the  £100  has  found  its  way  into 
Mr.  Savage’s  pocket.  He  has,  at  last, 
obtained  a  supply  of  lymph,  and  is 
therefore  prepared  to  do  something  for 
the  money.  W hether  or  cot  it  will  be 
an  equivalent,  remains  to  be  seen. 


long  sur- 


wi  bbbbcm.  «tm. 
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..hich  the  former  receives  from  the  tatter  Tangible  property  has  been 
a  per-centage  (amounting  to  one -fourth  rounded  with  all  the  defences  which  legal 
generally)  an  the  price  charged  to  the  pa-  ingenuity  could  invent,  and  the  Queen 
tie  at  for  the  medicines  prescribed — the  herself  cannot  take  away  a  man’s  bouse 
doctor  writing  his  prescriptions  on  a  sys-  or  his  land,  nor  appropriate  hi*  horse  or 
tem  of  cypheraorhicrorglyphics previously  his  ox  to  the  public  service,  without 
agreed  on  between  them,  to  as  to  make  giving  him  compensation  for  the  same, 
them  unintelligible  to  any  other  person.  |  and  yet  the  “  Queen’*  Servants” 
We  have  heard  of  one  practitioner  in 
Sydney  who  pockets  £200  or  £300  per 


MEDICAL  ETHICS. 

THS  PROFESSION  AND  TUX  TRAMS. 

One  of  the  conditions  insisted  on  by  those 
who  have  advocated  the  subject  of  Medical 
Reform,  is  the  separation  of  the  practice 
of  the  profession  from  the  trade  in  medi¬ 
cines. 

The  least  objectionable,  and,  indeed,  in 
some  cases,  a*  in  country  practice,  neces¬ 
sary  connection  of  this  kind  ia,  when  the 
medical  practitioner  keeps  a  private  phar¬ 
macy,  whence  his  own  patients  only  are 
■applied  with  the  remedies  he  prescribes. 
Upon  this,  we  have  nothing  to  remark  at 
present  ;  neither  shall  we,  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  comment  on  the  undisguised,  but  not 
on  that  account  less  degrading  association, 
in  which  the  regularly -educated  practi¬ 
tioner  keeps  a  public  shop  for  the  sale  of 
drugs  and  perfumery,  u  wholesale,  retail, 
end  for  exportation, "  as  their  advertise- 
where  pennyworths  of 


weals  express  it, 

hair  oil  and  pots  of  lip-salve  are  retailed  j  cumitancea 
overthe  i&oit  counter  with  the  most  tcien-  ’  the  doctor  and  the  druggist  are,  bona  fide, ! 


annum  by  such  an  arrangement. 

If  those  who  resorted  to  this  debasing 
scheme  were  only  the  younger  practi¬ 
tioners  just  starting  in  life,  who  discon¬ 
tinued  it  as  soon  as  they  had  obtained 
sufficient  practice  to  support  them,  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  palliated  ;  but,  used, 
ss  it  is,  by  the  elders  among  us,  and  ac¬ 
companied,  as  it  alw  -ys  is,  by  the  system 
of  “  gratuitous  advice,”  it  is  alike  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  junior  members  of  the  pro¬ 
fession,  and  to  those  who  are  duped  into 
the  belief  that  they  are  getting  the  “  best 
advice”  at  a  cheap  rate. 

Under  the  “  false  pretence”  of  “advice 
gratis,”  many  persons  are  lured  to  resort 
to  the  practitioners  we  allude  to,  who, 
under  other  circumstances,  would  pay  the 
junior  members  of  the  profession  for  their 
attendance,  and  thus  it  happens  that  many 
a  deserving  young  man,  who  ia  too  honour¬ 
able  to  practice  such  manoeuvres  to  bring 
himself  into  notice,  is  diiven  from  a  pro¬ 
fession  which  he  would  otherwise  adorn, 
by  the  deceptions  conduct  of  these  cormo¬ 
rants  of  our  body;  while  the  patients  who 
apply  to  them  are  liable  to  have  triSing 
ailments  magnified  into  serious  maladies, 
and  to  have  much  more  medicine  ordered 
than  their  cases  require,  because  the  doc¬ 
tor  has  a  direct  interest  in  making  the 
most  of  them,  and  the  druggist,  having 
the  monopoly  of  the  supply,  and,  more¬ 
over,  having  to  pay  the  doctor’s  per¬ 
centage,  has  a  direct  temptation  to  dispense 
inferior  articles  at  an  enhanced  price. 

The  only  effectual  remedy  for  this  state 
of  things  is  to  be  looked  for  in  increased 
information  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and 
the  cultivation  of  a  higher  and  more 
honorable  tone  among  the  profession. 
There  is,  however,  one  view  of  the  case 
which,  if  followed  out,  might  partially 
check  the  evil.  We  have  heard  it  as¬ 
serted  that,  in  law,  a  partner  in  trade  is 
one  who  shares  the  profit*  of  a  business 
with  another  or  others.  Under  the  cir- 
we  have  noticed,  therefore, 


have  for  a  long  time,  ia  her  came, 
been  “  levying  black  mail”  on  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  profession,  by  compelling  our 
attendance,  and  demanding  our  opinion*,  • 
wiihoat  any  better  remuneration  than  has 
been  accorded  to  *o  many  tinkers  and- 
cobblers.  A  professional  opinion  is, 
nevertheless,  as  much  a  piece  of  private 
property  as  a  coat  or  a  pair  of  breeches  ; 
and  we  might  just  as  reasonably  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  denude  ourselves  of  the  one  as 
to  give  the  other,  without  value  received. 
So  far  as  regard*  matters  of  fact,  we  are 
amenable  to  the  same  liabilities  in  aid  of 
justice  as  our  fellow-citizens,  but  when 
an  opinion  is  required  it  is  a  very  different 
affair,  and  we  feel  confident  that  were 
say  member  of  our  body  public-spirited, 
and  at  the  same  lima,  wealthy  enough  to 
try  the  question,  kia  success  would,  ia  the 
end,  be  certain.- 

We  are  glad,  however,  to  see  that  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  has,  at  last,, 
been  made,  by  the  voting  by  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  of  the  sum  of  jfeoO,  “  to  meet 
the  expence  of  fees  to  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  who  give  evidence  &»  to  the  state 
of  persons  in  charge  of  the  police  as 
dangerous  lunatics,  at  one  guinea  for  each 
case,”  stnd  happening  to  be  present  in  the  i 
gallery  of  **  the  House  ”  on  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  this  portion  of  the  estimate*,  we  i 
had  the  gratification  to  hear  both  the  n 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Attorney  || 
General  acknowledge  our  right  to  re- .. 
muneratioa  for  services  thus  rendered  to 
the  public.  For  this,  and  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  vote  was  passed,  not  a  dia-  «• 
sentient  voice  being  raised  against  it,  we, 
in  the  name  of  the  profession,  thank  those  u 
gentlemen  and  “  the  House.” 

An  extract  from  the  Lancet  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  the  Journal,  will  shew  the  i 
feeling  of  some,  at  least,  of  the  Judgesi 
in  Ireland  on  this  subject,  and  we  feel  as¬ 
sured  that  if  the  profession  in  this  Co-  • 
lony  would  take  advantage  of  the  present 
state  of  opinion  in  the  Council,  if  they  r 
would,  for  once,  lay  aside  personal  anti¬ 
pathies,  and  unite  to  “  strike  w  hile 


the 
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iron  is  hot,’*  this  important  point  would 
be  gained  j  and,  surely,  if  there  is  a  sub¬ 
ject  with  which  such  feelings  hare  nothing 
to  do,  this  is  one.  The  captious  indivi¬ 
dual  who  would  object  to  attach  his  name 
to  a  petition  for  this  purpose,  merely  be¬ 
cause  another  personally  obnoxious  to 
him  had  already  done  to,  would  be  deserv¬ 
ing  only  our  contempt  for  his  folly  or 
our  pity  for  his  bad  disposition. 

If  Mr.  Bland  would  turn  his  attention 
a  little  to  such  matters  and  leave  alone 
others  which  he  does  not  understand,  he 
might  do  something  to  earn  our  good 
opinion.  Hitherto,*  we  have  nothing 
whatever  to  thank  him  for — not  a  single 
motion,  by  which  the  profession,  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  might  be  benefitted,  has 
either  originated  from  or  been  supported 
by  him.  Nevertheless,  were  petitions  to 
be  tent  from  the  various  districts  in  the 
colony  praying  for  such  a  measure,  he 
could,  scarcely,  for  shame,  obstruct  so 
palpable  an  act  of  justice,  and  we,  there¬ 
fore,  tell  ourprofessionalbrethrenthrough- 
ont  the  land,  that  if  the  next  session  of 
the  Council  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
such  an  enactment,  we  are  convinced  they 
will  have  only  their  own  apathy  and  su- 
piness  to  thank  for  the  delay.  “  Aide 
tot,  et  le  bon  Dieu  ?  aider  a.” 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

CORONERS'  INQUESTS. 

Want  of  space  compelled  us  to  omit 
from  our  last  number,  our  usual  summary 
of  the  Sydney  Coroner’s  “  fantastic  tricks.” 
We  now,  however,  resume  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Brenan’s  conduct  in  his  official  capa¬ 
city;  not  with  any  idea  of  curing  his  in- 
capacity,  for  that  is  incurable,  but  with  the 
view  of  showing  to  what  an  extent  the 
public  money  is  wasted  in  payment  for 
those  forces  called  “  inquests,”  as  conducted 
under  his  auspices. 

Since  Dr.  Silver’s  return  from  his  northern 
trip,  he  has  re-appeared  in  Sydney  in  his 
ola  character  of  “  the  Coroner's  dupe.”  Is 
the  “  bill  of  costs”  not  yet  paid  ?  In  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  provisions  of  the  “  Medical 
Witnesses  Act,”  we  find  him  summoned  on 
the  31st  of  May  to  give  evidence  on  the 
body  of  a  woman  in  Castlereagh-street,  he 
living  in  Jamison -street ;  and,  afterwards, 
on  the  body  of  a  man  who  was  drowned  at 
Miller's  Point,  by  falling  from  a  stage 
while  assisting  in  getting  hay  on  board  a 


voluntarily  contracted,  would  afford  aay 
protection  to  an  oilendcr  of  tha  law. 

‘4  YV  ith  these  00. serrations,  I  have  to 
communicate  that  the  usual  warrant  for 
the  burial  of  the  body  of  Thomas  Taylor, 
as  3  felo-de-se,  has  been  withdrawn,  and 
another  warrant  forwarded  to  the  police 
officer  in  charge. 

“  i  am.  Sir,  Ac. 

John  Rtin  BsENtir, 

,  “  Mr.  Patrick  Hogan.”  Coroner." 

In  the  case  of  a  child  at  Newtown  who  Passing  by  the  ungrammatical  diction  of 
had  beep  burned,  and  to  whom  Mr.  Cuthill  this  extraordinary  epistle,  we  find  from  it 
was  called,  but  found  it  dead.  Dr.  Tierney,  that  Mr-  Brenan  stands  convicted  on  his 
the  Coroner's  pet,  was  summoned.  *  own  confession  of  having  received  and  ra- 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary  freaks  of  corded  a  verdict  “  by  no  means  satisfactory 
this  “  Dogberry”  remains  to  be  noticed,  or  conclusive,"  and’  aster-ranis  of  basing 


in  Parramatta-street,  Dr.  3.  was  employed 
to  earn  a  guinea  for  his  master,  to  the  de¬ 
triment,  if  medical  evidence  was  required,  of 
some  other  practitioner.  In  this  instance, 
aho.  Dr.  S.’s  “instinct”  was  superior  to 
pther  men’s  experience;  for,  without  look¬ 
ing  farther  than  tha  surface  of  the  body,  he 
decided  that  the  child  {seem  months  old  only) 
“  died  from  congestion  of  the  brain,  caused 
by  worms  in  the  intestines  1"  Alter  this, 
talk  of  “clairvoyance!”  Pooh 


and  it  is  one  which  proves  him  worthy  of  a 
place  with  his  official  brother  at  Parramatta. 

“  Arcculet  umbo.” 

A  man  dies  in  consequence  of  having 
taken  poison,  while  in  a  depressed  state  of 
mind.  The  jury  find  a  verdict  “  that  death 

had  been  caused  by  the  deceased  taking  upon  himself  the  functions  of  both  in 
poison  while  in  a  state  of  temporary  msa-  j  judge,  puts  his  own  interpretation 


acted  in  direct  opposition  to  the  verdict  so 
received.  What  the  precise  “  words  taken 
down  as  the  finding  of  the  Jury”  were,  he 
does  not  say,  but  there  is  evidence  enough 
to  show  what  meaning  they  intended  should 
bo  attached  to  them.  Yet  Mr.  B.  takes 

urv  and 
on  the 


feiture  of  property,  no  right  is  involved  by 
the  warrant  for  the  burial  now  given.  I 
feel,  however,  bound  to  inform  you  (lest  an 
erroneous  impression  may  be  produced  by 
my  withdrawal  of  the  warrant  as  a  felo-de- 
se),  that  if  the  deceased  stood  charged  with 
the  murder  of  another,  the  evidence  adduced 
as  to  insanity  would  not  protect  him  from 
vessel,  the  body  not  being  found  until  the  the  punishment  the  law  prescribes,  and  it 
following  day.  If  medical  evidence  was  j  would  be  a  very  dangerous  principle  to  a 
Required.  in  this  case,  we,  as  being  the  ’ 
nearest  resident  practitioner,  ought,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Act,  to  have  been  summoned 
to  give  it ;  but  we  contend  that  no  such 
evidence  was  necessary.  The  accident  was 
witnessed  by  several  persons,  and  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the 
cause  of  death.  Ifr  however,  there  had 
been  any  uncertainty,  by  what  intuitive  fa¬ 
culty  was  Dr.  S.  able  to  determine  the 
point  by  a  mere  external  view  of  the  body? 

The  fact  is,  the  public  has  been  robbed  by 
the  amount  of  Dr.  3-’s  fee  on  this  occasion, 
and  that,  not  to  benefit  Dr.  S.,  but  to  pay 


nity."  Notwithstanding,  our  sapient  Coro-  i  evidence  adduced,  and,  although  he  had  a fi¬ 
ner,  in  defiance  of  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  cepted  the  verdict  given,  passed  sentence  of 
puts  his  own  construction  on  the  evidence,  degradation  on  the  dead  body,  and  ordered 
and,  virtually  charging  the  jury  with  gross  it  to  be  buried  “  with  maimed  ntea,”  as  that 
ignorance  or  wilful  perjury,  Issue*  his  war-  j  of  a  criminal  !  Would  he  have  dared  to  do 
rant  for  burying  the  body  as  that  of  a  t  this  in  the  case  01  a  wealthy  and  weil-con- 
felo-de-st,  between  9  and  12  at  night!  nected  person  ?  As  for  the  ridiculous  pa- 
Thereupon  the  foreman  of  tha  jury  ad- 1  rude  of  legal  quibbling  contained  in  rhly 
dresses  a  letter  of  remonstrance  to  him, i  precious  missive,  it  is  evidently  nothing  mor* 
and  receives  the  following  learned  reply  than  a  cloud  of  words  raised  to  conceal  his 
thereto  : —  ignominious  defeat. 

“June  14,  1347.  i  How  long  such  farcical  proceedings  will 
“  Sia — I  have  received  a  remonstrance  ;  be  looked  upon  as  solemn  investigations  wa 
purporting  to  be  signed  by  you  as  the  know  not.  The  whole  system  of  inquests 
foreman  of  the  jury,  upon  an  inquest  held  .is  rotten,  and  calls  loudly  for  reform’,  and 
by  me  on  the  body  of  Thomas  Taylor, !  which  would  speedily  be  obtained  would  the 
which,  I  beg  to  observe,  should  have  been  !  ir.cmbera  of  our  profession  bat  act  with 
signed  by  you  and  all  the  jurymen.  I  have,  common  sense.  While,  however,  they  re- 
however,*  waived  this  irregularity,  to  3ave  main  disunited  and  inactive,  this  as  well 
loss  of  time  in  the  matter.  !  as  other  matters  affecting  our  interests  and 

“  I  have  submitted  the  depositions  in  the  the  public  welfare  must  remain  intact.  We 
above  case,  and  the  words  taken  down  as  the  are  hopeful,  nevertheless,  and  conddendy 
finding  of  the  jury,  to  one  of  the  law  officers  ,  look  forward  to  a  coming  time  when  a  dif- 
of  the  Crown,  and  he  considers  I  am  justi- j  ferent  state  of  things  will  exist.  Meantime, 
fied  in  giving  an  ordinary  warrant  for  the  j  our  exertions  shall  not  be  wanting  to  expose 
burial  of  the  deceased,  althonqh  the  case  withe  wrong  and  advocate  the  right  The 
by  no  means  satisfactory  or  conclusive.  Yet,  j  knowledge  of  an  evil  is  half  its  cure  ;  the 
as  there  can  no  question  arise  as  to  the  for-  remaining  moiety  may  be  indefinitely  post- 


low  the  public  mind  to  be  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  drunkenness  and  temporary 
frenzy  or  insanity,  usually  denominated 
“  dementia  ftffei  Lata,”  or  acquired  madness 


the  costs.”  Again,  in  the  “  case  of  a  child 


•  Sir  P.  Crampton,  wc  believe,  sometime 
ago,  as  a  test  ot  clairvoyance,  deposited  in 
oue  of  the  Dublin  Banks  a  J.100  note,  in¬ 
closed  in  a  scaled  envelope,  and  which  was 
to  be  the  reward  of  .any  oue  who  could  tell 
the  number  and  other  particulars  of  the 
note.  Why  has  not  Dr.  S.  claimed  it? 
Surely,  alter  what  we  have  related  above, 
he  could  experience  no  difficulty  in  the 
conditions  ? 


poned,  but  it  must,  sooner  or  later,  be  ob¬ 
tained. 

THE  ETHElTMANIA. 

Writing  on  the  subject  of  the  new  pro¬ 
cess  for  rendering  surgical  operations  pain¬ 
less,  in  our  number  for  June,  we  remarked 
that  *•  for  the  minor  operations  in  surgery 
we  should  consider  any  such  measure 
unnecessary — in  the  more  important  ones 
we  think  it  will  lie  found  conducive  to 
secondary  consequences  of  a  grave  cha¬ 
racter,  even  if  it  do  not,  in  m3ny  constitu¬ 
tions,  produce  immediate  etfects  of  a  mis¬ 
chievous  nature.”  Such  were  the  antici¬ 
pations  formed  by  us  on  first  hearing  of 
this  vaunted  process,  and  how  soon  and 
how  completely  those  anticipations  have 
been  realised  will  be  seen  from  a  perusai 
of  the  following  brief  summary  of  a  few 
cases,  hastily  co  lected  from  v  inous  sources 
just  as  they  happened  *0  come  under  our 
notice.  How  run-  y  others  are  to  be  found 
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ia  peblicaUea*  to  which  w#  hare  aoi  ready 
meeeu,  w«  ksosr  not  ;  cor  shall  we  ever 
ka^w  how  m&nj  stare  ported  ones  hare 
occurred. 

The  MedtevJ  Times  reports  a  case  of 
lithotomy >  performed  at  the  Suffolk  and 
Colchester  Hospital,  which  proved  fatal 
withia  24  hours,  aad  another  operation  oa 
an  old  gentleman  for  sobs  disease  of  the 
foot,  which  was  performed  by  Mr.  Trv 
vers,  and  which  was  also  fatal  within  2-4 
hour*  afterwards,  "  Be  never  recovered 
from  the  ttoq&r  caused  by  the  ether* 

In  the  Paris  Academy  ef  Sciences* 
M.  Cardan  gave  &a  account  of  setae  sc  nous 
results  from  the  administration  of  ether  to 
pregnant  female*. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Westminster  Medi¬ 
cal  Society*  Mr.  Hancock  related  some 
cases  ia  which  the  vapour  of  ether  had 
been  inhaled  with  the  effect,  ia  one  in¬ 
stance,  of  producing  convulsions,  and  in 
another  of  producing  irritation  of  the 
throat,  which  remained  until  the  patient, 
who  was  previously  in  &  very  low  con¬ 
dition,  died.  After  death  the  raucous 
membrane  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  was 
found  congested. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  Mr.  'Hud  briefly  alluded  to  the 
case  of  a  young  woman  who,  having  in¬ 
haled  ether  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
tooth  extracted,  was  seized  with  syncope, 
in  which  she  remained  for  a  length  of 

*  time,  and  for  ten  days  afterwards  suffered 
from  its  effects.  This  patient  labored  under 
disease  of  the  heart.  A  gentleman  ia 
haled  the  ether  for  a  similar  purpose  ;  soon 
after  his  face  became  flushed,  his  lips  pur¬ 
ple,  his  temporal  arteries  enlarged,  and 
there  was  altogether  so  much  exotemeat 
tfoM  his  attendant  was  alarmed.  The 
tooth,  however,  was  extracted,  but  convul¬ 
sions  supervened,  attended  by  slight  ster¬ 
torous  breathing,  and  other  alarming  symp¬ 
toms.  He  gradually  recovered,  but  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  effects  for  some  time.  Dr. 
Waller,  also,  related  the  case  of  a  man  in 
whom  the  ether  produced  such  violent 
coughing,  spitting,  contracted  pupil,  rapid 
pulse,  and  incipient  convulsions,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  desist. 

On  the  1 5th  of  March,  an  inquest  was 
held  at  Grantham,  on  the  body  of  a  wo¬ 
man  from  whose  leg  a  tumour  had  been 
removed  while  coder  the  influence  of 
ether,  which  had  been  administered  at  her 
own  request-  Said  she  felt  the  p**  in,  and 
afte,  the  operation  she  remained  very 
weak  and  low  and  died  in  two  days  tfcere- 

*  Sifter.  On  a  post  mortem  examination  of 
the  body  by  two  surgeons,  nothing  was 
f&sad  to  accennt  for  devth  but  great  con¬ 
gestion  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain. 

Ia  this  colony  the  process  has  been 
used  but  ia  few  cases  except  mere  tooth¬ 
drawing  ;  nevertheless,.  we  have  beard  of 
several  instances,  in  which  very  painfaj 


remained  for 


sad  unpleasant  symptom* 
some  time  afterward*. 

By  these  results  then,  we  see  that  this 
boasted  panacea  has  not  only  failed  to 
fulfil  the  predictions  of  its  advocate* 
as  regards  the  rendering  of  operations,  in 
all  cases,  paia!e*»,  out  that  it  has  itself 
actually  produced  evil  results;  ia  some 
instances  even  dkofA— In  many,  painful 
and  alarming  symptom*,  both  at  the  time 
of  its  administration  and  afterwards.  We 
must  thence  conclude  thatthe  avidity  with 
which  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  pro¬ 
fession,  without  due  exsmina?’ >n  of  its 
modus  operandi,  is  anything  but  credit¬ 
able  to  their  judgment,  and  that  the  cases 
in  which  no  bad  results  have  followed, 
notwithstanding  that  they  may  be  the 
majority,  are  rather  lucky  escapes  from 
empirical  rashness,  than  the  legitimate 
effects  of  rational  investigation  and  ex¬ 
periment 


MACRAE  v.  TOOGOOD. 

1M70&TANT  &SCI9ION. 

Iu  this  case,  the  plaintiff,  who  has  the 
diplomas  both  of  physician  and  surgeon, 
and  is  practising  in  Sydney,  sued  the  de¬ 
fendant,  a  publican,  in  the  Court  of  Re¬ 
quests,  for  the  sum  of  £13.  13s.  for  medi¬ 
cal  attendance  on  his  wife — 28  visits  at 
10s  6d.  each.  The  real  ground  of  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  objection  to  pay  the  amount  was, 
we  believe,  that  he  considered  Dr.  Macrae 
had  neglected  the  case ;  whether  or  not 
this  plea  was  found  untenable,  we  do  not 
know,  but  defendant’s  council  took  the 
technical  objection  that,  by  law,  physi¬ 
cians’  fees  are  not  recoverable  except  on 
proof  of  special  contract.  The  Commis¬ 
sioner  admitted  the  law,  but  considered 
that,  as  plaintiff  was  surgeon  as  well 
&a  physician,  he  could  recover.  He 
therefore,  gave  judgment  for  the  amount 
claimed,  subject  to  a  reference  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  on  the  point  of  law. 

Accordingly,  on  Friday  last  the  30th.  the 
case  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  full 
Court.  After  hearing  fthe  arguments  of 
Counsel  on  both  sides,  the  Chief  Justice 
delivered  the  following  decision  : 

**  We  have  considered  the  question 
referred  to  us  in  this  matter,  and  we  are  of 
opinion  on  the  facts  stated,  that  as  the 
plantifF s  attendance  was  on  a  medical,  not 
a  surgical  case,  and  he  is  admitted  to 
be  a  physician,  he  must  (in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary)  be 
taken  to  have  acted  as  a  physician.  He 
would  therefore  not  be  entitled  to  recover, 
in  a  court  of  law,  without  evidence  of  an 
express  promise  by  the  defendant,  or  of 
circumstances  from  which  a  jury  might 
infer,  first,  that  he  did  not  seem  to  trust 
to  his  patient’s  liberality  or  honor,  but 
expected  compensation  for  his  attendance  ; 
and  secondly,  that  the  defendant  employ- 

find 


the  defendant  would  be  entitled  to  our 
judgment,  but  as  the  Legislature  has, 
with  respect  to  suits  la  the  Court  of  Re¬ 
quests  for  sums  between  ten  and  thirty 
pounds,  expressly  drawn  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  legal  rights  and  rights  according  to 
equity  and  good  conscience ;  and  the 
question  »tihm:tted  to  us  is  not  whether 
the  plaintiff  is  legally  entitled  to  recover 
in  this  Court,  but  mthe  Court  of  Requests, 
whose  decisions  are  to  be  guided  by  equity 
and  good  conscience,  (which  are  terms 
used  according  to  our  apprehension  of 
them,  as  opposed  to  decisions  based  only 
on  the  general  rules'  of  law,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  particular  equities  in  individual 
cases)  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff 
in  this  case  having  afforded  the  benefit  of 
his  services  as  a  medical  man  to  the  defen-i 
dant,  in  (as  it  appears  to  us)  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  being  paid  for  them,  is  in  that 
Court  legally  entitled  to  recover  for  those 
services." 

This  decision  proves  the  correctness  of 
the  opinion  we  have,  all  along,  entertain¬ 
ed  on  this  case,  namely  that  it  ought  not 
to  have  been  referred  to<the  Judges  at  all. 
The  Commissioner  of  .  the  Court  *of  Re¬ 
quests  beiDg  bound  to' decide  '3ll,< cases 
brought  before  him  “  accordin  g  So  equity 
and  good  conscience,”  had  nothing  What¬ 
ever  to  do  with  the  legal  objection- raised. 
All  he  had  to  consider  was, — whether'  the 
services  charged  for  had  been /rendered, , 
and — whether  the  charge  made  was  a  fair 
one,  under  the  circumstances. 

The  point  is,  so  far,  settled,  that  pro¬ 
vided  the  professional  services  alleged! 
have  been  rendered,  and  that  the  charge  i 
made  for  them  is  a  fair  one,  and  that  the  :■ 
whole  amount  does  not  exceed  what  is  re¬ 
coverable  in  the  Court  of  Requests  for  the  i 
district  in  which  the  parties  reside,  phy¬ 
sicians  are  in  the  same  position  as  other  i 
practitioners. 

As  to  the  question  respecting  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  English  law  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  physicians’  fees  to  this  Colony,  wei 
have  our  doubts.  It  is  absurd  and  un¬ 
just  to  physicians  anywhere.  Here,  it 
would,  in  addition,  be  positively  mis¬ 
chievous  to  the  community.  In  this: 
country  we  are  all,  of  necessity,  general! 
practitioners  ;  there  is  not  a  “  pure  " 
amongst  us.  How  therefore,  can  the  dis¬ 
tinction  be  made  ?  Moreover,  this  law  is 
no  part  of  what  is  commonly  called,, 

common  law  ”  ;  it  is  a  special  law  applied! 
to  a  particular  class  of  individuals,  and! 
it  does  appear  to  us  that,  like  many  other' 
special  laws  in  force  in  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  it  does  not  applyhere  unless  formally 
adopted  by  the  local  legislature. 

We  cannot  now  enter  more  fully  intoi 
the  consideration  |  of  this  subject. 
We  can  only  at  present,  urge  the; 
necessity  of  a  “  Medical  Bill  ”  which 
shall  regulate  this  and  all  other  mattersi 


ed  him  on  that  understanding.  We 
no  evidence  of  these  points,  and  ther’tore  j  affecting  our  profession, 
if  the  case  bad  originate!  ia  this  Court, 
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CHEMISTRY  AND  PHARMACY. 

Nxw  Test  for.  Prussic  Acid. —  Mr. 
Austin,  jan.,  in  the  Dublin  Hospital  Ha- 
zsttc,  proposes  a  new  test  for  prussic  acid. 
The  precipitate  of  cyanide  of  silver,  say 
half  a  grain,  obtained  in  the  usual  man¬ 
ner,  is  mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of 
oxide  of  iron  and  carbonate  of  potash,  and 
the  whole  fused  together  in  an  iron  or 
platinum  capsule.  The  fused  mass  is  then 
dissolved  in  half  an  ounce  of  distilled 
water,  filtered,  and  rendered  slightly  acid 
by  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  hydro¬ 
chloric  acid.  The  liquid  thus  treated  is 
next  divided  into  two  portions,  to  one  of 
which  a  few  drops  of  a  solution  of  sul¬ 
phate  of  copper  is  added,  which  immedi¬ 
ately  causes  the  evolution  of  the  choco¬ 
late-brown  colour,  so  characteristic  cf  the 
ferro-cyanide  of  copper  ;  and  to  the  other 
a  few  drops  of  the  muriate  tincture  of 
iron,  or  any  persalt  of  iron,  when  the  so¬ 
lution  becomes  intensely  blue  by  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  ferro-cyanide  of  iron,  the 
ordinary  Prussian  blue.  In  Mr.  Austin’s 
opinion,  these  two  tests,  with  the  well- 
known  odour  of  prussic  acid,  are,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  others,  sufficient  to  convince 
the  medical  jurist  of  the  presence  of  free 
prussic  acid.  Mr.  Austin  adduces  several 
arguments  to  show  the  superiority  of  this 
test  over  those  already  known  to  chemists, 
both  in  accuracy  and  facility  of  applica¬ 
tion,  by  persons  not  skilled  in  chemical 
manipulation.  The  precipitates  above- 
mentioned  are  very  distinctly  obtained 
with  half  a  grain  of  cyanide  of  silver. 

On  the  Changes  produced  on  sows 
Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical  Prepara¬ 
tions  by  the  Solar  Rays.  By  Mr, 
Robert  Hunt.  It  has  long  been  noticed 
that  a  peculiar  change  is  frequently  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  continued  exposure  of  medi¬ 
cinal  preparations  to  the  influence  of 
daylight — a  change,  not  meiely  in  the 
colour  of  the  article,  but  in  its  medicinal 
properties.  To  adduce  a  few  instances, 
ginger  (pulv.  zingiberis  Jam.)  loses  its 
fine  yellow  colour,  and  becomes  white, 
with  loss  of  its  pungency.  The  powders 
of  the  leaves  of  hemlock  (conium),  fox¬ 
glove  (digitalis  purpur.),  henbane  (hyo- 
scyamus),  &c.,  become  a  dirty  yellow, 
and,  when  this  change  ha3  taken  place,  it 
is  well  known  that  no  dependence  can  be 
placed  upon  these  active  drugs  producing 
their  peculiar  influences  on  the  system. 
The  powdem  of  the  roots  of  jalap  and 
ipecacuanha  become  pale,  and,  particu¬ 
larly  the  former,  are  rendered  compara¬ 
tively  inert.  The  tinctures  of  cascarilla, 
catechu,  kino,  and  frequently  cinchona, 
deposit  a  considerable  portion  of  th?  vege¬ 
table  matter  held  in  solution  by  the  spirit 
on  the  side  of  the  bottle  exposed  to  the 
most  light ;  the  same  result  takes  place 

with  some  others . The  changes  in 

oxide  of  silver,  in  oxide  of  mercury,  and 


in  nitric  acid,  have  frequently  bee  a 
cribed.  The  effect  of  even  diffused 
on  hydrocyanic  acid  is  familiar  to  every 
druggist,  and  there  can  be  but  f  -w  who 
have  not  observed  alterations  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  peroxide  of  mercury  (red  preci¬ 
pitate),  and  the  chloride  of  mercury 
(calomel),  by  the  action  of  the  sun's  rays. 
The  bleaching  of  the  fixed  oils,  and  of 
wax,  need  scarcely  be  mentioned,  but  the 
influence  of  light  upon  the  resins,  with 
the  exception  of  guaiacum,  was  never  < 
pointed  out  until  the  publication  of  M. 
Niepce’s  photographic  researches. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  investigations 
have  been  made  into  any  of  these,  changes  : 

I  am  therefore  induced  to  trouble  you 
with  a  few  remarks,  the  results  of  experi¬ 
ments  which  have  extended  over  some 
years,  and  which,  although  far  from  com¬ 
plete  as  a  scientific  investigation,  have  the 
merit  of  some  practical  and  real  y  i  n- 
portant  applications.  I  shall  not  detail 
my  experiments,  which  have  been  very 
numerous  and  frequently  repeated,  but, 
for  the  present  at  least,  content  myself 
with  giving  the  general  results  of  these 
researches. 

It  will  be  neeessary,  however,  to  des¬ 
cribe  the  mode  adopted  by  me  in  this 
examination,  and  the  various  conditions 
under  which  the  experiments  were  made. 
Having  selected  the  bright  green  powder 
of  the  leaves  of  the  medicinal  plants, 
carefully  dried  in  the  dark,  and  pow¬ 
dered  by  myself,  it  was  placed  in  dry  and 
warm  glass  tubes,  and  hermetically  sealed. 
Some  of  these  tubes  were  placed  aside  in 
a  dark  cupboard,  to  serve  lor  comparison 
with  those  exposed  to  light ;  other  tubes 
of  powder  were  now  exposed,  day  after 
day,  to  the  action  of  the  rays  of  a  pris¬ 
matic  spectrum.,  which  was  maintained  in 
a  fixed  position,  by  means  of  a  good  he- 
liostat.  The  tubes  were  so  placed  across 
the  spectrum,  that  each  tube  was  kept 
under  the  influence  of  a  particular  ray. 
Although  I  fre  puently  placed  seven  tubes 
in  the  seven  rays  of  the  spectrum,  I  ge¬ 
nerally  used  only  three,  for  the  following 
reasons  :  Sir  D.  Brewster  considers  that 
there  are  but  three  primitive  co’ours  in  the 
solar  beam — red,  yellow,  and  blue  ;  and 
that  all  the  other  colours  are  but  com¬ 
pounds  of  those  rays  with  each  other. 
My  researches  have  proved  to  me  that  the 
three  great  phenomena  of  the  solar  radia¬ 
tions — light,  heat,  and  rhcmical  action  — 
have  their  poinU  of  maximum  power  in 
three  distinct  ['arts  of  the  spectrum  ;  the 
red  rays  giving  the  largest  amount  of  ca- 
lo.'ilic  piower,  the  maximum  intensity  of 
light  residing  in  the  yellow  ravs,  and  the 
chemical  power  being  greatest  in  the  blue  j 
rays.  It  will  therefore  now  lie  seen,  that 
by  using  three  tubes  only,  the  vegetable 
powder  under  examination  was  exposed  to 
the  influence  of  the  heat  of  (he  sun's 
rays,  to  their  light,  and  to  their  chemicil, 


a:,  as  I  have  proposed  to  term  it,  act  rue 
power.  By  this  arrangement,  I  soon  as¬ 
certained  that  the  decolorisatinn  of  green 
vegetable  powders  was  not  due  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  li%ht,  as  the  powders  exposed 
to  the  full  intensity  of  yellow  light  .  . 
underwent  no  change — the  alteration  of 
colour  was  in  nearly  all  cases  . .  first  set 
up  under  the  influence  of  the  red  rays. 
No  great  difference  could,  however,  be 
detected  between  the  action  of  the  red  and 
the  blue  rays.  Hence  we  learn,  that  the 
change  in  question  is  due  to  the  action  of 
the  heating  and  chemical  principles  of  the 
sun’s  ray3.  By  using  two  spectra,  and  so 
arranging  them  that  the  blue  ray  of  the 
one  fell  upon  the  space  occupied  by  the 
red  ray  of  the  other,  we  are  enabled  to 
examine  the  combined  action  of  these 
rays — and  I  have  always  found  the  result 
to  be  a  very  rapid  bleaching  of  all  green 
vegetable  powders.  The  bleaching  of  the 
brown  and  yellow  powders — jalap,  bark, 
and  ginger — is  due,  almost  entirely,  to 
the  blue  or  chemical  rays.  The  chemical 
examinations  which  I  have  made  of  the 
bleached  powders,  appear  to  show  that  an 
absorption  of  oxygen  takes  place  under 
the  action  of  the  chemical  ray? — but  that 
the  heat  rays  exert  their  power  princi¬ 
pally,  if  not  entirely,  in  removing  an 
atom  of  combined  water. 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  understand 
how  very  important  the  changes  effected 
in  the  constitution  of  the  organic  body 
must  be,  when  we  consider  the  very  great 
differences  in  medicinal  effects  produced 
in  chemical  compounds,  by  the  addition  or 
subtraction  of  an  atom  of  oxygen  or  of 
water. 

.  .  The  bleaching  of  the  fixed  oils 
appears  to  depend,  almost  exclusively, 
on  the  action  of  the  blue  and  indigo  rays 
of  the  spectrum  ;  and  a' though  the  ther¬ 
mic  ravs  produce  a  little  effect  upon  the 
resins,  it  is  in  no  respect  to  be  compared 
to  the  action  of  the  actinic  rays,  which 
appear  to  liberate  a  portion  of  oxygen, 
by  which  solarised  is  rendered  much  more 
soluble  than  unsolarised  resin.  The  con¬ 
version  of  linseed  oil  into  a  substance  re¬ 
sembling  caoutchouc  under  the  influence 
of  the  air,  is  very  materially  modified  by 
the  action  of  the  sun’s  rays,  the  blue  rays 
accelerating  the  absorption  of  oxygen, 
and  the  yellow  and  red  rays  retarding  it. 

All  the  changes  which  have  vet  been 
examined,  upon  the  salts  of  the  metallic 
oxides,  appear  to  be  due  entirely  to  th,: 
influence  of  the  blue  and  violet  ravs,  and 
the  alterations  in  colour  and  character  are 
dependent  upon  the  liberation  of  one  atom 
of  the  gaseous  element  from  the  com¬ 
pound .  The  decomposition  of  the 

hydrocyanic  acid  under  the  influence  of 
the  so’ar  radiations,  is  als  >  due  to  the  che¬ 
mically  active  rays,  and  I  have  found  that 
the  change  has  been  effected  more  speedilv 
in  the  blue  and  indigo  rays  than  in  any 
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others.  W\*  hive,  U»  this  cs.pt,  tie  for- 
mifli  of  ammonia,  and  the  precipitation 
of  *,  brown  powder  which  appear*  to  be  a 
compound  of  nitrogen  *ni  carbon. . 

It  it  a  very  common  practice  for  drag;* 
gifts  wad  manufacturer*  to  pat  those  phar- 
m&ccutical  preparation*,  which  are  liable 
to  change  by  light,  into  dark  purple-o¬ 
ka  red  bottle*,  er  to  cover  white  glau 
bottle*  with  bine  paper,  with  the  idea  that 
the  Quantity  of  It  kt  admitted  i*  the  a  so 
mail  that  no  change  can  uke  place.  We 
learn  front  these  investigations,  and  the 
knowledge  i*  of  great  practical  import* 
cnee,  that  so  plan  more  efficient  for  pro¬ 
ducing  rapid  decora  position  could  be 
adopted  than  the  are  of  blue  glass  bottle*. 
Light  positively  act*  as  an  interfering 
agent ;  this  light  i*  obstructed  by  the 
dark  blue  glass — and  the  pure,  or  nearly 
pure,  chemical  ray*,  are  permitted  to  act 
or*  the  preparation*  with  all  their  energy. 
If,  instead  of  using  these  kind*  of  bottle*, 
other*  prepared  of  a  neat  form  from  the 
ordinary  dark  green  bottle  glass  were 
adopted,  there  would  be  bat  little  fear  of 
decora  position  from  the  aolar  radiations. 
Not  easy  doe*  this  kind  of  green  glass 
obstruct  the  rays  of  light  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent,  but  nearly  all  the  calorific  rays  are 
shut  off,  and  the  actinic  or  chemical  ray* 
9 re  reduced  in  quantity  and  force  in  a 
eery  remarkable  manner. 

For  bleaching  oils-  there  can  be  no 
question  but  purple  bottles  would  be  by 
far  preferable  to  any  other  colour,  for  the 
reasons  above  explained.— Pharmaceu¬ 
tical  Joaraa!. 
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Effects  of  Alcohol  out  tkx  Akimal 
Fxaxs. — -When  alcohol  is  introduced  into 
the  circulation,  its  elements  combine  with 
the  oxygen  of  arterial  blood ;  and  the 
globules,  becoming  thereby  deprived  of 
this  vivifying  principle,  no  longer  assume 
a  florid  red  colour.  7Aa  animal  becomes 
m..*ph$xiatft $  f  and,  if  the  quantity  of  al¬ 
cohol  be  large,  it  dies  as  speedily  as  if  it 
had  been  plunged  into  aa  atmosphere  de¬ 
prived  of  oxygen.  Carnivorous  animals, 
as  the  dog.  which  has  a  large  stomach 
compared  with  the  rest  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  are  very  easily  affected  by  alcohol, 
and  may  be  destroyed  by  a  moderate  dose  ; 
fur  the  liquid  is  rapidly  absorbed,  and  is 
not  earned  beyond  the  duodenum.  Herbi¬ 
vorous  lodenUa,  as  rabbits,  are,  in  like 
manner,  easily  killed  by  small  quantities 
of  alcohol.  Absorption  takes  place  ra¬ 
pidly  in  the  *t  i math,  and  alcohol  is  not 
found  ia  the  intestines.  Granivorou* 
birds,  such  as  chickens,  will  bear  com  pa - 
rati  rely  larger  doses  of  alcohol.  The 
inner  cavity  of  their  stomachs  is  of  li¬ 
mited  extent,  and  the  organ  itself  ia  formed 
of  powerful  mastles.  When  alcohol  is 
injected,  it  ia  soon  expelled  from  this  ca¬ 
vity,  and  ta  found  in  the  intestine*  ■,  it  i* 


thence  carried  to  the  liver  by  the  vena 
porta,  and  only  reaches  the  great  man  of 
the  circulation  slowly.  Fish  will  live  at 
a  temperature  of  <11  0  ia  water  which 
contain*  one  half-hundredth  part  of  al¬ 
cohol. — Dublin  medical  Press,  from  the 
Com  pies  Ecnehts. 

Payment  or  Medical  Wnvmm — The 
as sires,  which  lately  terminated  generally 
throughout  the  country,  aiTord  the  follow¬ 
ing  good  example,  reported  ia  the  Cork 
Comlilutios*  of  August  4,  1848  t — •*  Hi*  , 
Lordship  (Judge  Jackson)  raid  he  had 
received  a  memorial  from  Dr.  Barry,  of 
Kanturk,  oa  the  subject  of  remuneration 
to  medical  witnesses  for  their  attendance 
at  assizes.  In  reply,  he  would  ray  that, 
on  the  Leinster  Circuit,  Baron  Fennefa- 
ther  ordered  a  physician,  residing  in  the 
country,  two  guineas  a-day  while  ia  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  assizes,  and  Mr.  Sergeant 
Stock  had  made  the  same  decision  in  Li¬ 
merick.  He,  therefore,  would  direct  that 
Dr.  Barry  should  receive  two  guineas  a- 
day."  It  is  a  new  feature  to  have  the 
public  functionaries  thus  acknowledging 
that  the  services  rendered  by  medical  men 
to  the  crown  vhon.i  receive  reasonable 
compensation ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  most,  perhaps  all,  of  the  medical  men 
who  were  summoned  to  the  late  Cork  as¬ 
sizes,  in  behalf  of  the  crown,  were  treated 
with  some  measure  of  politeness  and  jus¬ 
tice.  One  gentleman,  who  for  many 
year*  had  been  summoned  before  the 
J  udge*  of  assize,  and  oftentimes  had  been 
detained  from  home  for  from  ten  to  four¬ 
teen  days,  and  who  had  hitherto  never 
received  more  than  five  pounds  for  his 
attendance,  was,  on  the  last  occasion, 
much  to  his  amazement,  respectfully  pre¬ 
sented  with  twenty  guineas — Lancet. 
(Some  observations  on  this  subject  will  be 
found  in  one  of  our  leaders  in  the  present 
number ,  and  we,  therefore,  need  only  say 
here,  that  we  hope,  ere  long,  to  see  the 
principle  carried  out  in  this  colony. — 
Ed.  A.  M.  J.) 

New  Remedy  fox  Toothache. — Sul¬ 
phuric  either,  saturated  in  the  cold  with 
camphor,  and  then  a  few  drop*  of  liq. 
ammonia  added.  It  acts  as  a  cautery. 
M.  Cottereau,  who  has  employed  it  for 
four  years,  says  it  is  always  attended  with 
success.  The  rapid  evaporation  of  the 
ether  causes  a  slight  deposit  of  camphor 
in  the  dental  cavity,  and  this  protects  the 
nerve  from  the  air.  The  ammonia  cau¬ 
terises. — Medical  Gazette. 

Parturient  Properties  of  the  Bars 
the  Root  of  the  common  Cotton 


OF 


Plant. — Dr.  M'Gowao,  of  Hillsboro’, 
Mississippi,  relates  a  case  in  the  February 
number  of  the  Medical  News,  in  which 
this  plant  exhibited  decided  parturient 
properties.  It  has  also,  at  a  former  pe¬ 
riod,  been  recommended  by  Dr.  Bouchelle, 
of  Mississippi,  with  a  viaw  to  its  partu¬ 
rient  action.  It  is  given  ia  decoction, 


which  is  made  by  boiling  oiv.  of  ih* 
bark  in  a  quart  of  water  until  reduced  to 
a  pint  *,  and  given  in  dose*  of  two  or 
three  ounces  every  20  or  30  minute*. — 
Wester’*  Lancet.  (The  indigenous  cot¬ 
ton  plant  of  this  colony  ia,  we  bedeve,  a 
variety  of  the  rarae  specie*  (gossypinm 
hcrbaccum),  Riul,  as  it  grows  plentifully 
in  tome  parts,  it  might  be  worth  while  to 
try  it*  effect*  in  such  care*.  We  should 
be  glad  if  tome  of  cur  country  reader* 
would  do  so,  and  communicate  the  re¬ 
sults. — Ed.  A.  M.  J.) 

Medicine  in  Wale*.— A  coroner’*  in¬ 
quest  was  held  at  the  Owain  Glyndwr 
Inn,  Dewlaii,  before  William  Davie*, 
Esq.,  coroner,  on  view  of  the  body  of 
James  Evan*. 

Elisa  Davie*,  widow,  sister  of  the  de¬ 
ceased,  stated  that  be  kept  his  bed  one 
month  previous  to  hia  death  i  be  died  on 
Thursday  night  last,  December  17  ;  bis 
age  was  nineteen  years  last  March  ;  he 
lodged  with  her  at  her  house,  near  Pont- 
gellyvailog ;  Mr.  Lewis,  druggist,  gave 
hitn  medicine,  which  cost  Is.  6d.  i  sails 
was  part  of  it;  could  not  exactly  «ay 
how  long  previous  to  keeping  his  bed,  but 
supposed  nearly  &  fortnight  or  three 
weeks;  that  was  six  or  seven  weeks  be¬ 
fore  his  death.  Richard  Thigins,  collier, 
gave  him  some  medicine  three  weeks  pre-  . 
vio'i*  to  his  death,  in  one  bottle  con:ain. 
ing  one  pint  &od  a  half  of  mixture,  and 
another  of  one  pint  cf  mixture,  of 
which  he  was  to  take  one  tablespoon ful 
night  and  morning,  and  for  which  he 
charged  him  9s-  2d.  ! 

Richard  Thigins  «a*  then  ca'led.  He 
stated  that  he  gave  deceased  a  small 
bottle  containing  balsam  copaiba,  spirits 
of  nitre,  Fryar’s  balsam,  and  elixir  vitriol, 
likewise  the  following  recipe,  which  was 
banded  to  the  coroner  and  jury  M  Ten 
grains  of  groovesuplement  to  be  desolved 
in  spirit*  of  wine  nod  a  pint  of  frensh 
Brandy  to  be  Desolved  four  and  twenty 
oures  a  table  spontui  to  be  taren  Night 
and  Morning.  A  Owns  of  Salt#  and 
Three  haperth  of  Irapiera  Mixed  m  a 
quart  of  Water  A  small  Gin  Glass  to  be 
taken  every  night.”  After  he  attended 
him,  Mr.  Powell  gave  him  a  box  of  pills. 

M-  H.  P.  Powell  (late  postmaster, 
Dowlais)  called:  Stated  that  the  de- 
ceased  applied  to  him*  and  asked  him  if 
he  could  give  him  something  for  a  certain 
disease  ;  he  told  the  deceased  be  had  from 
bis  late  uncle  a  recipe  ;  deceased  gave  him 
(witness)  2s.  for  the  medicine,  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  b«x  of  pills,  containing  one 
drachm  each  ot  calomel,  rhubarb,  and  jalap, 
divided  into  33  piU«,  one  of  which  was  to 
b«  taken  night  and  morning. 

The  jury,  after  hearing  medical  evi¬ 
dence  from  Mr.  Russell  showing  that  tb* 
death  originated  in  this  maltreatment,  re¬ 
turned  a  verdict  to  the  effect  that  the  dit - 
ease  killed  the  man 
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